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RECTOR’S REPORT 2019 
2019 was another year, full and filled across all aspects of church life. 
The reports within are witness to this. A hearty thank you to 
everyone! The safeguarding processes and policies for St Barnabas 
and Christ Church are up to date thanks to the Parish Safeguarding 
Officer Rachel Chalmers and all of those for whom it was required, 
who kept up with training and giving due regard to the policies 
adopted with the guidance of the Diocese of Worcester.   
 
The Mission Figures were encouraging as we continue to do what we 
feel we can for those who come to us seeking life events, pastoral 
care and learning.  Thank you to those who run the parish office and 
Jackie Campbell and Penny Evers for communication. For those who 
keep the church beautiful, clean and decorated with flowers and well 
stocked with candles for those who visit in the day to quietly pray. 
Among the life events and services which would otherwise not 
happen were:  Baptism and Communion services; Godparents 
service; Weddings; Funerals; Memorial services; Monthly prayer 
ministry for healing and wholeness within the 10am Service; greeting 
cards and letters of anniversary to baptism families and wedding 
couples; visiting preachers to talk about their work and passions; 
encouraging full participation of all ages in our Sunday worship.  
 
St Barnabas School, Bishop Perowne and Regency Special School 
all came to visit and took part in worship services in church; the 
weekly ToddleAlong Service and Coffee and Chat on a Wednesday 
morning remains helpful to those who gather.  Monthly Messy Church 
remains a popular well run church gathering – thank you to all those 
who plan and run it. Services midweek continue in both St Barnabas 
and Christ Church as well as on a Sunday, with a monthly Sunday 
service rather than a weekly Sunday service at Christ Church. 
Thanks to those who have stepped into leadership and facilitation 
roles at Christ Church including Sue Martyr, and the support of 
Emma Pettifer of the Diocese of Worcester.   
 
Of great benefit has been the AV System at St Barnabas which has 
been used for 99.9% of our Sunday morning services, and some 



occasional services. Thanks to all those operators across the age 
groups. This gives us flexibility, visuals, improved sound and a 
massive reduction in the use of paper and ink – all enabling and 
enhancing our corporate worship life and in what we can offer those 
who come to us for their life events. Among us keen to further our 
involvement in church life, community and in passing on the faith, we 
were able to celebrate the achievements of Judy Ford and Andy Hall - 
Bishop’s certificate award. Marian Bailey - Authorised Lay Ministry in 
Pastoral Care. On placement for discernment to the ordained 
ministry: Vikki Day – who took part in the Bishop’s Advisory Panel 
and was recommended for training. On contextual placement sent to 
us from All Saints Resourcing Church, Worcester, towards ordination: 
Steve and Rhianne O’Rourke.  
 
Having successfully completed her curacy Revd Kalantha Brewis was 
signed off by the Bishop of Worcester and left for her first Incumbency 
for Hallow, Grimley, Holt and Lower Broadheath. It was good to be 
able to bless Andy and Margaret Gandon’s house as they settled in to 
parish and church life. With Andy receiving Permission to Officiate 
(PTO) from the Bishop of Worcester and his willingness to be 
involved as much as he does, in leading worship, playing music, 
preaching and presiding; means our services remain participatory by 
all ages and I would like to thank him and Mark Watson Authorised 
lay Miniser in Worship, for their support and ministry. The setting up 
of the housegroup which meets in the Gandon’s home, is very much 
appreciated by those who go – they have been reading and praying 
with the Gospel of John.   
 
Thanks also to all those who have joined with our worship services 
either in an up front role as a Eucharistic Assistant, server, reader, 
intercessor, musician and as more background as welcome, 
sidesperson, maker of refreshments and lending a hand with fetching 
and carrying. To thank also: would be the churchwardens, Rachel 
Chalmers and Mary James and those other of the PCC and the 
Standing Committee including PCC Secretary Sheila Bright, Claire 
Summers who took on as Treasurer last year and for John Dentith, 
Lay Chair. As well as those above, church life highlights might 
include: Lent talks at Holland House; Magdeburg Trip; Earth Hour 
(although not well attended, this was marked in church); Litter Picks; 
developing relationships with the Cluster Churches and as we 
celebrated the licensing together with the new vicar of Warndon – St 
Wulstan’s, Revd Sarah Northall; as an ECO Church we were proud 
and honoured to receive a Plastic Free Certificate. 
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RIP: Robin Sykes – who will be greatly missed by us all: our heartfelt 
thoughts and prayers go to Sue and the rest of the family. 
As the Vicar/Rector: I took annual leave, taken study /retreat: the 
sacraments were celebrated, funerals in church happened, the 
Gospel was preached, daily prayer office happened, and those sick /
housebound were visited. I remain on Diocesan and Deanery 
Synods and an active governor for St Barnabas School.  For all the 
above and for those people and events I have omitted; including my 
husband Mark, from whom I receive a lot of valuable support, thank 
you everyone: it’s a joy to be with you.  
Revd Julieann Watson: Report for 2019 
 
 

CHURCHWARDENS’ REPORT 2019 
We realised at the end of 2019 that we had again experienced a 
small growth in regular worshippers at St. Barnabas and Christ 
church, which is very encouraging.  
  
INVENTORY 
This was checked in March 2019 in St Barnabas and Christ Church.  
  
FABRIC 
We are very grateful to the fabric committee for all their hard work in 
maintaining the church building. The committee oversaw the 
installation of the audio visual system and arranged for training.  
  
CHILDREN and YOUNG PEOPLE 
We are pleased to welcome Guides and Brownies monthly to our 
services and also the Scouts and Cubs to our Remembrance Day 
service.  
  
Messy Church continued to provide activities and lunch for children 
and their families each month.  The core group planned the sessions 
and organised the 10am Good Friday family service which included 
Nina the donkey! 
 
Toddle Along meets every Friday morning and the children enjoy 
listening to stories, singing and playing musical instruments.  
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Sue Sykes and Judy Ford faithfully lead the Open the Book sessions 
at St. Barnabas School every Monday in term time. Sue Martyr leads 
Open the Book at Hollymount Primary School. 
Green Lane Pre-school continues to meet in the church hall. We are 
pleased at their success. 
  
MUSIC 
John Hocking and John Dentith continue to lead our music worship, 
along with the band twice a month. Thanks for all the work they do. 
 
FINANCE 
We have again paid our Parish Share in full in 2019.  Matt Anderson 
stepped down as Treasurer at the APCM and Claire Summers was 
elected to take over. John Dentith has continued his sterling work as 
Stewardship secretary. 
  
WORSHIP and EVENTS 
Wednesday 10am Eucharist –The service is followed by a coffee 
morning. Everyone is welcome. 
Thursday 12.30 Eucharist continues at Christ Church. 
Celtic Communion last Tuesday of the month at 7pm. 
Courses were held in Lent and Advent and groups during the year. 
A new house group, studying the Bible, was started in September by 
Andy & Margaret Gandon, meeting on alternate Wednesdays. 
Crafternoon meets on Monday afternoons in church to knit for 
different projects, whilst enjoying companionship, tea & biscuits. 
Tea@Tolly is monthly at Christ Church. 
Afternoon Tea is always a pleasure at the Rectory with a delicious 
array of cakes! 
 
January:    Burns Night. A great night with Bill Chalmers addressing  
                  the haggis. 
February     Bishops in conversation at Holland House-3 sessions. 
March       Shrove Tuesday with pancakes in Church 
             Ash Wednesday services 
   Lead voices met in Lent 
April          Services were held on Palm Sunday with procession & 

  Stations of the Cross  in Holy week and Maundy  
  Thursday, Good Friday & Easter Sunday services.  

   Litter pick.     
   At the APCM Gaynor Pritchard retired as churchwarden.  
   Rachel Chalmers and Mary James were elected as new 
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  churchwardens. 
May     Ascension Day service 
            A group went to Magdeburg as part of our continuing  

  Partnership. The highlight for many of the group was a  
  visit to Leipzig. 

June     Churchwarden induction service at St. Stephens church.  
   Celebrated Pentecost with other churches at the   

  Worcester Arena  
   Summer party on the Green 
July     Farewell service for Bishop Graham  
August       Parish picnic At the Countryside centre  
September Open church for Ride & Stride & exhibition 
                  Harvest Festival and lunch in church hall 
     St. Barnabas School Harvest Festival. 
                  Backpacks sent to Mary’s Meals 
                   Beetle Drive 
October     Litter pick 
    Bishop’s certificate received by Judy Ford and Andy Hall 
November Remembrance Day  
                 Christ church patronal Sunday 
December  Christmas services held by Regency High school, St. 
                   Barnabas Primary school, Bishop Perowne High School 
                   and Guides & Brownies  
                   Diocese Open Conversations                     
    Christmas shoe boxes for the homeless. 
          Rector’s Christmas party 
                 Service of Lessons and carols 
                  Carols on the green 
                  Crib service in St. Barnabas & carol service at Christ  

  Church 
                  Eucharist on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day  
 
 
We were extremely sad at the death of Robin Sykes, who was very 
involved with St. Barnabas, Christ church and the Tolly Project. 
 
Thank you to those who contribute to our Sunday worship by 
welcoming people, reading, taking intercessions, serving, being 
Eucharistic assistants, counting money, serving tea and coffee, flower 
arranging and generally preparing the church. Many people also give 
their time and effort during the week to ensure the smooth running 
and upkeep of the church and church hall. We are very lucky at St. 
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Barnabas to have so many people willing to give so much time and 
energy.  
 

Our thanks and prayers go with Gaynor and Andy Pritchard as they 
have moved to Tewkesbury. We are grateful to all the ex-
churchwardens who provided additional help during the first half of 
the year. 
 

In September, we welcomed Rhianne and Steve O’Rourke who are 
training towards ordination. Also their three sons, Josh, Isaac & Ben.  
 

We said goodbye to Kalantha in December. Our best wishes to her 
on taking up a new position in January as Priest at Hallow, Grimley, 
Holt and Lower Broadheath. 
 

Julieann and Mark have again been extremely hospitable with many 
social events in the vicarage and garden. We are so grateful for our 
hard working and conscientious vicar. As churchwardens, we have 
regular meetings with Julieann and feel privileged to share in her 
work. We are sure that everyone will continue to support her in her 
ministry. 
Rachel Chalmers & Mary James 
  
 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 2019 
Items discussed in no particular order of priority: 

  

Finance
Tolladine Mission/Project 
Christ Church 
Magdeburg 
Deanery Synod reports 
Child Protection/Vulnerable Adults/Safeguarding Policy 
Church heating/new boiler/removal of old boiler/asbestos 
PCC Groups 
Magazine 
Multi media 
Church Hall 
Electoral roll/newcomers 
Steve & Rhi O’Rourke 
Goodbye to Kalantha  



The PCC met 14th & 20th January, 4th March, 28th April (APCM), 17th 
June, 21st July, 16th September and 2nd December. The April to 
September meetings were in the back of St Barnabas and October to 
March meetings in Christ Church.  The meetings start at 7.30pm and 
end at 9.30pm which may be extended by 15 minutes if the business 
requires. 
 

Reports from groups are sent to the Secretary and emailed to the 
PCC prior to the meetings.  The reports are accepted by the PCC 
unless any item needs further discussion. 
  

The Rector is the Chair and in her absence the Lay Chair takes over.  
The Rector issues a report prior to the meeting. 
The meetings begin and end with prayer.  The attendance is about 
95%. 
Sheila Bright: February 2020 
  
  

FINANCE REPORT 2019 
Treasurer’s report available separately. 
 
 

WORCESTER EAST DEANERY SYNOD 2019 
All meetings begin with prayers and end with the Grace  
Tuesday 26th March at St Barnabas Church John Dentith presented 
on the vision and strategy of St Barnabas church, and talked about 
the newly installed technology that they were still learning to use. 
 
Malik Fayaz was a guest at the meeting and talked about the Islamic 
faith in Worcester. He gave some history about how the number of 
Muslims has grown to such an extent that they can no longer fit within 
the Mosque. A new building is planned to allow the Mosque to 
relocate into so that the Muslims in Worcester can offer the level of 
hospitality that their faith demands. 
 
Dr John Chesworth, Diocesan Interfaith Adviser, spoke of the 
Presence and Engagement Network, which is a National Issue. He 
highlighted the number of different faiths in Worcestershire. He then 
went on to give examples of how interfaith talks can be held for 
mutual understanding of each other.  
 
Kashmir Garton, General Synod member, reported on the latest 
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synod meeting and her involvement. Kashmir gave a report on the 
State of the Nation debate; Gambling – 55,000 children currently with 
a problem gambling habit; Racism towards the Travelling 
Communities; Pastoral Principles on Debt; Environmental Topics; 
and Safeguarding. 
 
Wednesday 19th June at The Vine Public House 
Rev’d Andy Todd spoke on the true vine as an introduction to the 
meeting. Alison Maddocks, Diocesan Stewardship Officer, led a 
lengthy presentation, discussion and debate about a number of 
issues around finance including an introduction to the Parish Giving 
Scheme. Alison spoke of the cost cutting that had been made by the 
Diocese with five and a half posts redundant. Last year the Diocesan 
budget rose by 1.9% whereas the Parish Share rose by 2.7%. There 
were still, however, major issues with Diocesan funds as a number of 
parishes had failed to pay their parish share in total.  
 
Thursday 19 September at St Nicholas Church  
The annual Deanery service of celebration was hosted at St Nicholas 
this year Carl, Nick and Diane were joined by representatives of 
worshippers and clergy from across the Deanery patch with a small 
number of St Nicholas congregation in attendance. The service was 
led by Diane with the guest preacher spot filled by Revd Doug 
Chaplin, the Discipleship and Lay Training Officer with the Diocese 
Ministry and Discipleship Team. After the service the celebration 
continued informally in the barn with refreshments.  
 
Monday 25 November  at Bishop Perowne CE College,  
This was an open meeting which could be attended by anyone with 
an interest in the main topic of the evening which was education. 
There were presentations by Mark Pollard, the Head of Bishop 
Perowne who spoke of the successes and challenges experienced by 
the school in working with a mixed community with high levels of 
deprivation. The school has been making significant progress in 
improving attitudes to education and results. It seemed clear to those 
present that Mark’s leadership has played a key role in this. There 
was also a talk by Margaret James, Director of Education at the 
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Diocese. Amongst other things she touched on the history of the 
Church of England’s role in Education since it began providing free 
schools in 1811. In 2016 the C of E published its vision for education, 
Deeply Christian, Serving the Common Good which includes four 
strands behind the church’s view of the purpose of education. Hope, 
Wisdom, Dignity, Community (Living Well Together). In terms of the 
Diocese, there has been a conscious decision to embed Christian 
thinking in all aspects of the curriculum, and not just in RE. The key 
ethos of this is “Challenge, Risk, Nurture” which is intended to allow 
each child to flourish based on John 10, v 10 – “I have come that they 
may have life, and have it to the full.” Questions are posed of 
leadership teams within the Diocese’s church schools. “How shall we 
live?” “What is the work of God in this place?”  At the end of discussion 
time, a plea was made to those present and to be transmitted to their 
congregations for people to consider offering their skills and experience 
to schools’ governing bodies.  
 
In other business there was an opportunity for people to share 
feedback from the Kingdom People Day. Interesting shared learning 
had taken place including the benefits of using card readers and 
including QR codes on pew sheets. Conversations are starting on 
Parish Share and with a view to consulting on church financing.  The 
Diocese faces big financial challenges with the likely loss of 15 stipend 
position over the next 5 years. In the worst-case scenario that might be 
30. In terms of context, we currently have around 90 posts. 
 

 
MESSY CHURCH 2019 
During 2019 the core group of Messy Church leaders 
have attended three training sessions in the Old Palace 
provided by the Diocese.  We now have a Messy Church 
regional co-ordinator and I receive the Messy Church news letter every 
month.  
 

We have  tried to put into practice the tips we have noted in the training 
sessions and we continue to try to produce a varied programme with 
activities of interest for all ages and genders. The core group meet 
each month about a fortnight before Messy Church to plan the activities 
in detail. 
 

The themes for 2019 were: New beginnings, Prayer, Communities, 
Creating & Caring, Do not be afraid, God 24/7, Harvest, Christ the light 
of the World, Thankfulness, Gifts. 

https://cofefoundation.contentfiles.net/media/assets/file/Church_of_England_Vision_for_Education_-_2016_jdYA7EO.pdf


In April we did not have a Messy Church , but held the annual Family 
Good Friday service, this year, with the help of Nina the donkey.  The 
service was well attended and all experienced something of the pathos 
of the Passion and the joy of Resurrection. 
 
Numbers attending declined in the Summer Term and did not pick up as 
much as we had hoped in the Autumn Term, nevertheless, a loyal group 
of families came on most occasions and the smaller numbers enabled 
more ‘in depth’ conversations with both parents and children. 
We have all had a lot of fun and made quite a lot of mess !  A very big 
thank you to all who have helped make that possible. To Bill and all the 
others who have laid out the tables and chairs and climbed up and 
down to the mezzanine to put out and put away equipment and 
materials. Rachel, Bill and Stephen have managed registration and kept 
the records up to date. Stephen has continued to provide publicity 
material, many thanks for that. Pippa has looked after the funds and 
Helen,  Wendy, Di & Sheila have provided and cleared up wonderful 
lunches for unknown numbers of people.   
Di and Wendy have helped with Messy Church since its inception, but 
felt it was time to take a back seat.  We said Good Bye to them in July 
and would like to reiterate our thanks for all that they have contributed.  
 

Stephen Ruddle and sometimes John Dentith have provided the music 
for the celebrations in Church and have made them meaningful and 
joyful occasions.  We have tried to embrace the opportunities offered by 
the new AV system and hope to become more competent as we 
become more familiar. 
 

As I write this, I am calling to mind all the fun and companionship we 
have had amid the mess in the past.  Plans for the future are unclear,  
but I hope and trust that all the love and commitment by so many in the 
congregation will bear fruit and that we shall be able to continue to show 
the love of God to the families of the Parish. 
Sue Sykes  
 

 

OPEN THE BOOK REPORT 2019 
Open the Book continues in both Hollymount and St 
Barnabas schools.  The Revd Rachel Spence had been 
helping with OTB in Hollymount for some years, but has 
moved to Birmingham in the summer of 2019.  I would like 

to express my thanks to her for her contribution to Open the Book in the 
parish.  Sue Martyr has continued to lead OTB in Hollymount with the 
help of the staff for which she is very grateful.   She reports that the 
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standard of acting by the pupils has much improved and the children, 
particularly the Christ Church children, are helping with the prayers. 
 
In St Barnabas, we have begun using the new Christian Values story 
book with Bible stories to reflect the value which the school is 
emphasising that half term.  In September 2019 we began the twelfth 
year of OTB at St Barnabas and Hollymount.  It remains as popular as 
ever in St Barnabas, with the children keen to take part and producing 
some excellent drama with no rehearsal and often only minutes notice. 
 
Judy Ford and I also try to be present whenever the school come up for 
celebrations in church to be a familiar face in church and thus 
strengthen the school - church bonds. 
 
We would both like to say a very big thank you to all the staff at St 
Barnabas School who make us very welcome and provide a huge 
amount of support.  We would particularly like to thank Mrs Pauline 
Spencer, who has been the OTB link, our inspiration, and without 
whose efforts OTB would not happen! 
Sue Sykes 
 
 

6th WORCESTER BROWNIES GUIDES & 
SENIOR SECTION 
This really has not changed  to run well. The Brownies did 
extend the numbers to 30 for a short while to get girls off 
the waiting list but are now back to 24 which is easier to 
manage.,  
The Guides continue to grow in numbers from girls moving up from 
Brownies and from other waiting lists .  
 

Both units attend district, division, county and regional events.   
Unfortunately  we have missed a couple of camps and indoor 
weekends due to the situation at the moment. Hopefully we can 
reorganise for autumn.   
 

The girls continue to follow the guiding programme which in itself 
proves to be a challenge. We have 7 Young leaders who are 
completing the young leader scheme and 2 of them are about to begin 
the adult leadership scheme as they have turned 18yrs. It always good 
to have girls staying in guiding even when they have become adults,   
We are to lose 1 leader from Brownies at Christmas after 10 years and 
she will be sorely missed. 
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The Guide unit are looking for somewhere to store their camp 
equipment as it's been in a shed in my garden for the last 20yrs and I 
would dearly like my garden store back, if anyone has any ideas for 
storage I would be very grateful   
Pam Instan 
 
 

ST BARNABAS SERVERS’ TEAM 2019 
Once again I wish to express my gratitude to our servers who continue 
to ensure that there are usually three people serving at every 10am 
service on Sundays. The number of servers is small, but everyone is 
very supportive and willing to fill in at a moment’s notice with grace. 
We would welcome some new members to the team. Please do 
consider whether you could assist our Sunday morning worship in this 
way.  
Mary James 
 
 

EVENTS & PUBLICITY GROUP 2019 
We have continued to have many social events. The social group 
organised a pancake party in church for Shrove Tuesday. The summer 
party on the Green in June and Carols on the Green in December were 
both attended by church members and neighbours and were enjoyed by 
all. A parish picnic in August at the Countryside Centre was attended by 
34 people and 2 dogs. A Harvest lunch was held in the church hall. 
There was a coffee morning at Christ church in September offering 
delicious homemade cakes and coffee to those who attended. The 
social group also organised two litter clean ups in the parish during the 
year. There were several Magdeburg events. 
 

If you have any ideas for future social events please let the social group 
know. 
Mary James 
 

 

CRAFTERNOON 2019 
A group of up to 12 ladies get together every Monday afternoon from 
2.30 to 4.30pm in the vestry.  We have been busy this year knitting 
different items for various charities:  
 Children’s jumpers, mittens, scarves and hand puppets went to 

Eastern Europe. 
 Hats for Smoothie bottles went to Age UK. 
 Easter chicks were knitted for the Cancer Research charity shop. 



 Angels, stars & prayer squares were given to St. Richards Hospice. 
 

A big “Thank you” to everyone who has knitted and crocheted this year. 
If you cannot come on a Monday, that is not a problem – we have 
friends around Worcester who have worked at home. And we are 
always pleased to receive donations of wool. If you know of any charity 
that needs knitted or crocheted items, please let us know.  
 
We are a friendly group (and not all church members) who enjoy getting 
together, having a chat and a laugh while doing something worthwhile. 
So do come and join us for a chat and a cuppa on any Monday 
afternoon. 
Rachel Chalmers 
 
 

WIVES GROUP REPORT 2019 
During the year we enjoyed many and varied interesting talks. These 
included a slideshow about West Country Gardens – Marwood Hill in 
Devon, Mapperton Manor in Dorset and Yeo Valley Organic Garden in 
Somerset. Closer to home, Julia Scott gave a talk on her walled herb 
garden at Rose Terrace. Other talks have been on the subjects of 
Magistracy, Rheumatoid Arthritis and Antarctica. Our December 
meeting of carols, readings and supper was held in church and again 
we thank John Dentith for coming along to accompany our singing. Our 
annual quiz and supper, meals out and AGM took place as usual.  
Over the years Wives Group has supported many charities through 
fundraising, and this year’s charity is Parkinson’s.  
 
Sadly we have, in the last few months, had a drop in the number of 
members and, along with other factors, reluctantly have to consider the 
future viability of this group, a group started as Young Wives in 1948! 
Finally, a huge vote of thanks is given to Christine Chilton, who was 
chairperson of the group for many years, thanking her for her loyal 
dedication and continued support. 
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MUSIC REPORT 2019 
During the period of this report, we have continued to add to our hymn 
repertoire.  The new hymn books are rather less new now, having been 
in use for around two years(!).  Other publications have been brought 
into use, primarily on 1st and 3rd Sunday services, including 'Singing 
the Faith' which, though including many well-known hymns, has a 
number of new worship songs not found in the main book.  
 

The Lead Voices continued to meet when needed and they provide a 
valuable contribution to the singing in church.  The purpose of these 
sessions is to become familiar with new music, prior to use in the 
services.  We don't, therefore, convene unless there is something to 
work on.  That said, it is quite an enjoyable and relaxed 40 minutes or 
so and we have extended the invitation more recently to anyone who 
would like to come along for a sing.  
 

Once again grateful thanks are due to the team of musicians who cover 
the services every month and, particularly, to John Dentith, who not 
only contributes enormously through his playing but also as 'keeper of 
the rota'.  
 

The organ received its annual tuning in November.  However, earlier in 
the year, it suffered from an invasion of - seemingly ravenous - mice 
and sustained damage to a couple of drawstops.  At the same time, we 
had noticed the organ suffering from lack of wind pressure, which 
resulted in a number of pipes not sounding properly and the organ 
being generally down in power.  The tuners discovered a number of 
cracks in a wind chest and a wind trunk.  These were both repaired.   
 

We hope that things will remain on an even keel for a while, but it 
would be a considerable optimist who would predict nothing further will 
need to be dealt with before long; even now, anyone listening carefully 
to the instrument will detect that it is showing its age.  
 

Partly driven by these events but also reviving the report by Anthony 
Hall (of Clevedon Organs) in January 2018, we decided to investigate 
the option of trialling a digital organ, and finally had one temporarily 
installed in St Barnabas in November.  This instrument was provided 
by Jeremy Meager of Cotswold Organs who is well regarded in this 



field and who took considerable trouble with the installation given it 
was free of charge and only for two Sundays.  
 

The demonstration showed that a properly-installed digital instrument 
could have a major impact on the music in St Barnabas, with its 
greater resources of colour and dynamics together with a much more 
comfortable and controllable playing experience.  Feedback from the 
congregation was universally favourable.  As a result of this, the PCC 
decided to progress an application for a faculty to install a digital 
organ.  The outcome of this application would inform the decision of 
whether or not to move towards purchase.  It is likely this will become 
a big topic for 2020.  
John Hocking 
 
 

SAFEGUARDING 2019 
Safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults is an important part of 
our work as a church and requires the vigilance of the whole 
congregation in order to make our church safe for all. 
 

During the year, Safeguarding has been an agenda item at every PCC 
meeting. The Parish Safeguarding Officer has reported on Network 
meetings held by the Diocesan Safeguarding team, bringing the PCC 
up to date with ongoing safeguarding measures. The PCC has 
approved the Safeguarding Policies.  
Seven members of the PCC now have DBS certificates. The 
remainder are in the process of application. In April 2020 a foundation 
safeguarding course will be held at St Barnabas for all PCC members 
and any others who require a three-yearly update.    
 

The parish is now using the Parish Dashboard App which means that 
all safeguarding information is online and progress in implementation 
of policies etc. can be recorded and reviewed.  Our website 
safeguarding information has been updated and complies to Diocesan 
ruling. 
 

There have been a couple of incidents requiring the advice of the 
Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser but no further action has been 
needed.   
 

Safe Recruiting continues to be implemented and there are still a few 
role descriptions to be clarified.  St. Barnabas with Christ Church has 
four activities for children which are staffed by volunteers who all have 
DBS certificates and have had appropriate training.  Risk assess-
ments are used in these activities.   
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Pippa Hawkins continues to be a volunteer assisting with the delivery 
of Safeguarding Training in the diocese  
 
During 2019 the PCC has complied with the duty under section 5 of 
the Safeguarding and Clergy Discipline Measure 2016 (duty to have 
due regard to House of Bishops’ guidance on safeguarding children 
and vulnerable adults).  
Rachel Chalmers & Pippa Hawkins, Parish Safeguarding Reps 
 
 

MAGDEBURG PARTNERSHIP 2019 
In May, twenty of us flew from Bristol airport to Berlin. We were met 
by Kristine and Henning who had come with a coach to take us to 
meet up with our hosts for our 4-night stay in Magdeburg. As usual 
on the first evening, we shared in a service of welcome, followed by 
supper -always plenty of food and drink! It was great to be with our 
German friends again, making and renewing friendships. 
 
Amongst other things during our stay, we visited a double - church 
(Catholic at one end and Protestant at the other), the new Dom 
museum in Magdeburg and the inevitable shopping. The highlight of 
the trip for most of us was a moving visit to Leipzig. We had two 
guides who had prominent roles in the events that led to the ending 
of the GDR. One of the guides was Michael Bartels, the retired pastor 
of St. Laurentius in Magdeburg. This was a most interesting day.  
 
We shared lots of laughter and chat, even though in a mixture of 
German and English. It is always amazing how we make ourselves 
understood! The food and drink (a couple of meals were in 
restaurants) were great times to socialise and get to know each other 
better. 
 
Our thanks must go to Robin and Sue Sykes who organised the visit. 
It was with great sadness that we learned of Robin’s death in 
November and, along with our Magdeburg friends, we will all miss 
Robin’s friendship, good humour and his command of the German 
language. 
 
We are looking forward to welcoming our Magdeburg friends to 
Worcester in April 2020. Please do consider joining in with the trips 
and events that will be organised during their time with us.  
Rachel Chalmers 
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CHURCH HALL 2019 
The Hall continues to be used by various groups throughout the year, 
mainly by St Barnabas Preschool, but also by Messy Church, private 
party hire, Church social functions, kickboxing, Wives Group and as a 
polling station for general and local elections. 
The inventory was checked in August. 
The hall was renovated over 20 years ago so inevitably things need 
to be replaced, mainly fluorescent light tubes. However, after 
Salamander, the new fire safety company, did a complete check they 
found that the fire detection equipment was not up to the required 
standard. Some work has been done to upgrade the equipment with 
more scheduled in the future. 
A meeting was held in September with the Preschool to discuss the 
existing contract. A follow up meeting will take place in January 2020. 
Bill Chalmers 
 
 

FABRIC COMMITTEE REPORT 2019 
The purpose of this report is to list the various tasks that have been 
undertaken by the Fabric Committee during 2019. After a busy 2018 
this has been a relatively quiet year for the Committee. 
 
Audio Visual System- After extensive preparatory work the new 

system was installed in February. It has brought a new 
dimension to worship and also enhanced the facilities available 
to other users. One of the two video screens has been replaced 
following unrepairable damage. 

Asbestos- The remains of the old boiler were contaminated with 
asbestos and this was removed during the summer. 

Loose Stonework- Repairs were undertaken to the window sill at the 
rear of the church. 

Locks- The locks to the vestry door were serviced to enable ease of 
opening. 

Boiler- A replacement Burco boiler was installed. 
External Painting - Two external doors and the church yard gates 

were painted. 
Miscellaneous - A review of the church lighting was commissioned.  

Rodent treatment was carried out. Repairs to curtains were 
undertaken. Water ingress and a leaking pipe in the cellar were 
investigated. 

Philip Adams - Chair of Fabric Committee         
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MISSION GROUP REPORT 2019 
Committee members are Ann Bryant (Chairperson), Jackie 
Campbell, Sheila Bright (until Autumn 2019) and Marian Bailey who 
joined the committee in September 2019. We thank Sheila for all her 
support over the years.  We warmly welcome Marian as our new 
member. 
 
The Mission Fund receives 10% of the previous year’s total 
donations from the Planned Giving scheme and the Sunday morning 
service plate collection. Our allocation for 2019 was £4,250 and our 
balance brought forward from 2018 was £300.  
 
The Mission Fund allowance is allocated on a quarterly basis and 
donations are usually made around Lent, Harvest time and at 
Christmas.  The committee meet to discuss options and ideas and 
donation allowances, usually divided between Local, National and 
International charities and Diocese Mission Links. Minutes of the 
meeting are sent to the Church secretary to be forwarded to all PCC 
members prior to the next PCC meeting. After PCC approval, 
cheques are issued and sent with a covering letter.  List of donations 
and information and acknowledgements are put on the Mission Fund 
Notice Board at the back of the Church. 
 
The Mission Fund donated to 18 charities during 2019.  There were 
11 donations to Local Charities, including 4 charities helping the 
homeless, namely Maggs Day Centre, Salvation Army’s Shelter 
scheme, St. Paul’s Hostel and Worcester Street Pastors. Also 
donations to help disabled children and young people with complex 
difficulties went to New Hope and Myriad Centre.  There were 7 
International donations, including Christian Aid’s Mothers in Poverty 
Christmas Appeal; Bishop John’s Lent Appeal for Diocese of Peru 
and Friends of the Holy Land Christmas Appeal.  A full list of 
donations is at the end of this Report. Our total donation for 2019 
amounted to £4,080. This leaves of balance carried forward to 2020 
of £470. 
 
Christian Aid week each May is organised by Helen Lubin and her 
team. This year’s total raised was £678. We send our thanks to 
Helen and also to Chris Chilton for organising a coffee morning 
during Christian Aid week. 
 
At Christmas time our Shoe Box Appeal for the Homeless was 
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organised by Mary James and 50 boxes were made for Maggs Day 
Centre, St. Paul’s Hostel and Women’s Refuge Centre.  Also, Rev’d 
Kalantha Brewis organised a Christmas Shoe Box Appeal for 
underprivileged children and we send our sincere thanks to everyone 
who helped and/or donated. 
 
The Children’s Society Box collection is organised by John Dentith 
and well over £200 is raised each year.  We thank John for all his 
hard work. 
 
Finally, on behalf of the Mission Fund, sincere thanks to our 
congregation and friends of          St. Barnabas with Christ Church for 
your generous support every year. 
Ann Bryant 
 
2019 MISSION FUND GIVING 
 

LOCAL:   
Acorns Children’s Hospice      £250 
The Farming Community Network     £250 
Maggs Day Centre       £250 
The Myriad Centre       £250 
New Hope, Worcester       £250  
Onside Independent Advocacy     £200 
Salvation Army, Worcester Shelter for the Homeless  £250 
St. Paul’s Hostel        £250 
  
Worcester Community Trust for Kidz Play Scheme 
For 4 underprivileged children from Christ Church  £  80 
Worcester Street Pastors      £200 
Worcester Foodbank       £200 
 
NATIONAL and INTERNATIONAL: 
Christian Aid’s Mothers in Poverty Christmas Appeal. £250 
Friends of the Holy Land      £250 
The Bishop of Worcester’s Lent Appeal for 
Diocesan of Peru        £200 
Practical Action Harvest Appeal     £250 
Tearfund’s Yemen Crisis Appeal     £250 
USPG Harvest Appeal       £250 
WaterAid:  Jar of Change Lent      £200 
       
TOTAL:               £4,080 
       



TOLLADINE MISSION REPORT FOR 2019 
There is an everlasting supply of God’s beautiful people willing to 
engage in Mission activities. Partnerships formed outside church has 
enabled the Mission to grow. 95% of adults who engage with the 
mission are non-church attenders and who are accompanied to 
savour the taste of God. The Tolladine Mission’s work is overseen by 
the support group and its visitor; Rev Phillip Jones.  
 
HOSPITALITY  
The Mission House hosted a weekly Monday lunch group and 
Wednesday Mission prayers. Seasonal events added to the Mission’s 
rhythm of life; Winter Gathering, BBQ, Summer fete, Halloween and 
Bonfire night. These occasions have nurtured relationships, and 
showed Jesus’ love. Lives and views have been shared. 154 adults 
have interacted through this hospitality with 11 being regular weekly 
visitors.  
 
LISTENING & RESPONDING  
We have continued to support the vulnerable and addressed social 
concerns. Walking the streets is crucial to this ministry. We joined the 
national FareShare food scheme which has enabled us to distribute 
free food to those in need. Together with OnSide Advocacy (Swop 
and Share) we tended 9 gardens for those unable to garden, ’It’s 
great to have my garden done, but the best thing is having you 
people come round.’ Attended Loan Shark awareness workshops.  
 
DISCIPLESHIP 
We continued to provide space, particularly for those who may not be 
aware of God’s presence, to reflect on a relationship with God. 
Notably the seasonal events and the Monday lunch group have 
allowed for questions about God, Jesus and the Bible. Death and life 
issues have arisen; thanks- giving, candles and prayers were offered. 
Four Quiet Mornings at the Mission House provided communal bread-
making and reflective activities. Mission prayers welcomed two new 
regular attendees; one requested a Bible, and another has started to 
follow the C of E lectionary at home.  
 
NURTURE  
Delivered weekly ‘Open the Book’ to 300 school children; gratitude to 
Rev Rachel Spence for her involvement, local connections with 
parents and children out of school have been forged. T@Tolly, a 
monthly drop-in, engaged with at least 50 different children over the 
year, forming richer relationships. The Mission House garden has 
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been nurtured and has given rise to community jam- making, soups, 
cider, pumpkin carving and hay-making. We have formed a self-
funding Breakfast Club in the heart of Tolladine at the Tolly Centre, 
which has enabled the missioner to meet new people, at least 10 
breakfasts have been purchased each week. Our carol singing 
around Tolladine received positive comments on Face Book. The 
work of the Mission has been publicised and have contributed to lay 
pioneering discussions locally, Diocesan and National level. We are 
grateful to 5 local, non churched volunteers who regularly contribute 
to the work of the Mission, indicating local people are trusting the 
Mission.  
 
SUSTAINABILITY OF THE MISSION  
Housing project: a donor made funds available as an interest free-
loan to purchase a three bedroomed property. This house is now 
rented to a family who were previously living in temporary 
accommodation. Energy, time and commitment from many people 
has meant legal structures have been established and grants 
accessed. The Duck Worth Trust, Sanctuary Housing plus many 
individuals from the parish volunteered to renovate the house and 
garden. The tenant is supported by the missioner. This mini housing 
association is the first step to the Mission being self-funded.  
 
FUTURE  
We mourn the passing of Robin Sykes; we aim to honour his 10 
years’ commitment amongst which his aim of making the Tolladine 
Mission sustainable. We are considering options to further the 
housing project; including erecting an eco housing module in the 
grounds of the existing house. The Tolladine Mission is becoming 
known as an influential entity in Tolladine and we aim to build on this. 
We will continue to seek new ways of embodying Christ in Tolladine, 
and deepening relationships with our Creator.  
 

‘On a journey exploring how to live life in the spirit of God’s love, 
particularly in the place of Tolladine’  

Sue Martyr,  
Lay Pioneer Missioner 
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