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PARISH STAFF 
Team Rector:  Revd Julieann Watson (23785) 
Missioner   Sue Martyr   (25466) 
Churchwardens (St Barnabas): Mary James  (455214) 
     Rachel Chalmers (07787 128345) 
Parish Safeguarding Officer (PSO):    
    Rachel Chalmers    (07787 128345) 
      
WEBSITE:        www.stbarnabasworcester.org.uk  
 
 
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
   St Barnabas                      Christ Church 
 8.00am Eucharist  10.00am Family Worship 
 10.00am Parish Eucharist  Baptisms (Sundays by appointment) 
    6.30pm  1st Sunday-Night Communion/quarterly Memorial Communion  
     2nd Sunday-Evensong (BCP)     (Feb, May, Aug, Nov) 
     3rd Sunday- Evening service  
     4th Sunday– Prayers for Healing & Wholeness   
  

Baptisms take place in the Parish Eucharist on the first Sunday of the month 
and at 12pm on second Sunday 
 
WEEKDAY WORSHIP 
MONDAY  8.00am   Cluster Prayers in St Barnabas 
   12.00pm Prayer in St Barnabas 
TUESDAY  8.45am Morning Prayer in St Barnabas 
   12.00pm Prayer in St Barnabas 
WEDNESDAY 8.45am Morning Prayer in Christ Church 
   10.00am Eucharist in St Barnabas 
THURSDAY  8.45am Morning Prayer in St Barnabas 
   12.30pm Eucharist at Christ Church 
FRIDAY  9.00am Eucharist in St Barnabas 
   9.45am ToddleAlong at St Barnabas 
 
Arrangements for booking banns, baptisms and marriages can be made on 
Wednesdays at 6.30pm at St Barnabas.  
 
The clergy are available, either by arrangement, or in church, for 
confessions, confidential interviews, advice, home visits etc. Please contact 
us if you know anyone who would appreciate this. 
 
Deadline for articles to appear in The Magazine is penultimate Sunday 

 
The Church Hall is available for private events and parties, including 
after weddings, baptisms and funerals and for children’s parties. Contact  
Rachel Chalmers (458101) or Julia Adams (610830)  
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UPWARDS, OUTWARDS & INWARDS 

 

I am told by those who regularly 
take part in cross partner, 
political and religious 
conversations that when honest 
questions are asked and when 
listening happens, when there is 
openness of heart and mind, 
then comes forgiveness, justice 
and unity.  I believe them. 
 
I write this during the week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity but the 
themes it brings are shot through 
the season we are about to 
enter, Lent (begins 26 February). 
 
But I want to invite you to think 
carefully about Christian Unity 
beginning with understanding 
where ‘the other we dialogue 
with’ is coming from – not some 
of our shared common grounds 
like Jesus Christ, the importance 
of the Bible, and social action – 
but faith practice, or a type of 
worship, or what has inspired 
and drawn people into an 
encounter with God, (or to 
experience the ‘holy’ the ‘Other’)  
as they gather as often as they 
do; and as people have 
gathered over centuries 
and what they have  
passed down to our 
present day. 
 
In these days when we 
come across people who 
are unaware of the 
stories of the Gospel, or 
the Passion, or even of 

Easter, the Ascension and 
Pentecost; we are also aware 
that what we do in church might 
also be a mystery. Why do we 
do this, or that...what relevance 
is it? What is all this meant to 
be about? That’s a bit ‘high’ or 
‘low’ or ‘catholic’....isn’t it? 
 
When I watched our Archbishop 
Justin being ‘enthroned’ some 
years back, I was particularly 
appreciative of the 
commentary.  I learned a lot 
about what all the symbolism 
was, why he had to do this, or 
say that and who was involved. 
The ancient ceremonies were 
brought to life, not by analysis 
so that all imagination and 
mystery dissolved, but by 
simply de-mystifying the whole 
ritual and ceremony. Suddenly 
it wasn’t a secret kept for those 
who ‘knew’ and I was able to 
understand the significance of 
what our Archbishop, as a ‘role’ 
or Office in the church  was all 
about. 
 

We want mystery but 
we don’t want to be 
mystified: somewhere 
along the line we want 
our ceremonies, our 
liturgies,  to ‘work’, to 
‘speak’ and to be 
pastoral as well as 
worshipful. We want 
them to speak of the 
Gospel and to in some 
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17th May. These next weeks 
carry us through Ordinary Time, 
Lent, Holy Week and Easter – so 
there is a wide range of practices 
we do which might be worthy of 
a question or more? So, in many 
ways the sermons will be written 
by you! 
 
Go on...test me...ask me.... be 
Inquisitive... I’ll do my best to 
address them, even if I can’t 
answer them....yet. 
Revd Julieann Watson 
February 2020 
 
 

MESSY CHURCH  
The next  Messy 
Church session is on  
Saturday 15th 
February (story of the Last 
Supper and the Eucharist) from 
10.30-12.30 in Church Hall.  
 
(Helen Platt (below) prepares a 
tasty lunch for everyone every 
month!) 
All accompanied children 
welcome!  
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way tell what God is like, and 
how God sees us and heals us 
and refreshes us ready for work: 
refreshing the many, not the few 
who just ‘know’ or who just ‘do’. 
 
The issue being that if we don’t 
know what we do and where it 
comes from and what the 
intention is, it can become 
irrelevant to regular church goers 
too. We could experience  
practices and habits and 
actions...lost; when once they 
had so much to offer and say to 
a hungry and searching and 
hurting world: when we find 
ourselves in an action-oriented, 
visual, multi-sensory world 
where people seek spirituality 
and mystery, and beauty in the 
world of many people, which is 
grim and grey. 
 
This lead article is called: 
‘Upwards, Outwards and 
Inwards’ – and it is by these 
words of exploration that I launch 
a sermon series beginning after 
Easter but for which we prepare 
now: 
 
What we do in Church (and 
why?): Your questions (and ask 
as many as you like) are invited 
in writing and posted in the box 
at the back of church. These 
questions (anonymous if you 
like) will be gathered and 
designed into a 3 - 4 part sermon 
series happening during the 
10am Sunday service in St 
Barnabas Church from 26 April – 



 

MAGDEBURG VISIT 
We will be welcoming our friends 
from Magdeburg, Germany, in 
April. Our partnership with three 
churches in Magdeburg has 
been thriving for over 20 years.  
 
The 20 travellers are coming by 
coach, arriving in Worcester on 
Friday 17th April and leaving on 
the evening of Monday 20th 
April. 
 
More details about the visit will 
be announced soon. 

 

Abide is our new everyone-
together prayer & contemplation 
service.  
 
Abide means to live closely with 
God and we hope to explore how 
to ’abide’ with God during these 
services.  
 
This is suitable for all ages to 
come and learn how to pray: 
there’ll be worship, a small craft 
to help us engage our creativity 
and of course prayer and we’ll 
follow up the service with hot 
chocolate. Abide will be led by 
Steve and Rhianne O’Rourke.  
The next date is 2nd February at 
4pm in St Barnabas.  

NEIGHBOURS:  
FAMILY: FRIENDS 
Our Cluster services and times 
together are changing from 
simply 5th Sunday evenings 
together but for tier events as 
they make sense!  
 
Our next time will be on Sunday 
2nd February 6.30pm in St 
Barnabas: Candlemas including 
candle lighting for those we love 
but see no longer. 
 
5th Sunday evenings: join me 
Revd Julieann, for evening 
prayer  at 6.30pm. 
 

 
DIARY DATES:   
PANCAKE TEA 
Lent begins on 
Tuesday 25th 
February. There will 
be a Pancake Tea in 
St Barnabas Church 5
-6.30pm. All welcome! 
  

ASH WEDNESDAY 
Wednesday 26th February is 
Ash Wednesday. Begin Lent  - 
bending the knee of our hearts - 
or simply remembering that God 
loves a cheerful giver. 
10am  - Eucharist with hymns at 
St Barnabas Church  
7.30pm: Sung Eucharist with 
invitation to offer penitence and 
to receive ashes - believe the 
good news and repent!’ 
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St Barnabas 
turned out 
well again to 
support and 
pray for Revd 
Kalantha 
Brewis as 
she flew from 
us over the 
river to be 
licensed by 
Bishop John 
to be Priest 
in Charge of 
Hallow, 
Grimley and 
Holt and 
Curate in 
Charge of 
Lower 
Broadheath. 
It was with 
mixed 
feelings, as her training 
incumbent for me to see her so 
confidently step up and out in 
this way. I felt a mixture of pride, 
sadness and joy. Kalantha 
always had to leave us, for sure, 
and yet she had become a good 
colleague and friend to us – she 
spoke up, stood up, supported 
us and challenged us and we 
know she takes to her ‘new 
people’ so much of that for their 
good. Bishop John’s message 
was about how much the 
interruptions of our lives are 
often what the work of the 
minister is all about and the 
importance of being inclusive 

and gracious. 
Kalantha may 
find 
interruptions 
tricky, as we all 
do – but we 
know that she 
has great 
strengths in the 
rest. 
 
Some have 
asked me how 
much I shall 
miss Kalantha 
– well, I won’t 
miss our 
relationship as 
Training 
Incumbent and 
Curate, but I 
will miss her in 
many ways as 

a companion, colleague and 
someone great to have around – 
she made me laugh....a lot! 
 
 
Some have asked me what all her 
titles mean? Well, we could get 
technical but in her words of vow 
and promise during the service, it 
gives you an idea of what all new 
ministers are engaged in ...I was 
taken back to when I came here 
just over 5 years ago.  
 
The new minister turns to face the 
Bishop who.... puts these 
questions before her/him: 
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KALANTHA HAS MOVED ON 



 

Will you, in 
your ministry 
in this 
community 
be a friend of 
the needy, a 
scourge of 
injustice and 
a wise 
steward of 
God’s 
creation?  
 
Will you, in 
the strength 
of the Holy 

Spirit, continually stir up the gift 
of God that is in you, to make 
Christ known among all to whom 
you minister? 
Will you share your ministry with 
lay and clergy colleagues, 
ecumenical partners and with all 
who follow the way of Christ in 
this community? 
And the answer of all these 
questions, we answer  
By the help of God, I will. 
So, for Kalantha and for all new 
clergy being licensed soon,  Let 
us pray to the Lord. 
Revd Julieann Watson 
 
 

LENT AT 
ST WULSTAN’S  
Lent at St Wulstan’s begins 
Tuesday 25th February at 7pm 
with Mindfulness led by Revd 
Sarah Northall 
Contact: Revd Julieann  23785 
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Do you 
believe that 
God has 
called you to 
share in the 
ministry of 
the people of 
God in this 
community 
as their 
priest and 
pastor? 
 
Will you, be 
diligent in 
prayer, in 
teaching Holy Scripture, and in 
all studies that will deepen your 
faith, and fit you to bear witness 
to the truth of the gospel? 
 
Will you, lead Christ’s people in 
this place in proclaiming his 
glorious gospel, so that the good 
news of salvation is heard? 
 
Will you, in the celebration of 
Baptism and Holy communion, 
seek to make manifest the 
presence of Christ incarnate 
amongst the people of God? 
 

Kalantha & family were joined by local 
families at her last Eucharist service at 

St Barnabas 

LICENSING SERVICE 
The new vicar of St Martin’s 
London Road, Peter Hart, is 
being licensed on Sunday 17th 
May at 4pm. 
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Top far left: Around 150 boxes for the homeless were blessed and 
distributed the week before Christmas. 
 

Top middle: Some of the team of volunteers busy preparing St 
Barnabas for Christmas 
 

Right: Carol singing in the church grounds (above) and around the 
streets of Christ Church (bottom) 
 

Far left: The children were kept busy building Lego nativity scenes 
during the Advent Carols evening in the hall (also below) 
 

Left: Santa was kept busy during his annual visit to the Rectory 



 

 

Ah, heresy…..where would the 
Christian Church be without it?  
Heresy is defined as “belief or 
opinion contrary to orthodox 
religious (especially Christian) 
doctrine”. 
 
So…..it defines what we are (or, 
perhaps more exactly, what we 
are not). 
 
Accordingly I’ve always believed 
the study of heresy to be a 
useful exercise in defining what, 
as orthodox Christians, we 
actually believe (or should 
believe). 
 
Not all think so…..I casually 
suggested this idea to the Dean 
of Chapel at JulieAnn’s 
placement college in 
Cambridge…..only to be casually 
dismissed in turn.  Well, he was 
a somewhat dour Ulsterman, 
after all. 
 
For those of us, 
however, who 
consider the journey 
to be just as 
interesting as the final 
destination, there will 
be six articles over 
the forthcoming 
months. 
 
These will consider 
the following 
questions: 
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What do we believe?  What is 
“orthodoxy”?  What motivated 
the proponents of heresy in their 
own times?  Do ancient heresies 
morph into something else in the 
modern age? 
 
So, from March to September 
2020, I shall consider each of 
the following heresies in turn, 
focusing not so much on long-
forgotten debates but on the 
legacy each has left to the 
Christian Church today.  They 
will be considered in the 
chronological order in which 
they appeared:  
 

 Gnosticism – or “let’s just be 
spiritual” 

 Docetism – Jesus wasn’t 
really human at all 

 Arianism – not very God, 
instead “created not 

begotten” 

 Donatism – the 
Church is for saints, 
not sinners 

 Pelagianism – no 
need for grace, just 
try harder 

 Calvinism – we’re 
all doomed…..except 
for Calvinists 
Mark Watson 

A HISTORY OF HERESIES 
(PART 1 of 6) 



 

It was about ten years ago, 
during the early days of the 
Tolladine Mission when I first 
met Robin. I didn’t think I would 
be able to do ‘business’ with 
Robin but Robin wanted to do 
business with me and so the 
journey began.  
 

So thanks to Robin I have had 
lessons about business, people, 
life and the Bible. 
 

Robin was a ‘can do’ man and 
committed once set to. He took 
risks and didn’t always know the 
paths to his end game. 
 

He told a good story. 
He was open and would search 
for answers. 
His wife: very accommodating. 
(thank you Sue) 
 

Robin supported, believed and 
encouraged me in the work of 
the Tolladine Mission while he 
questioned and provoked! He 
attended most Mission events 
and committed to Mission House 
prayers each Wednesday 
6:30pm almost without failing.  
 

Robin was with us at Christ 
Church, and as a local mother 
said ‘he was like the father of 
Christ Church’, his presence is 
missed. 
 

Mainly though I would like to 
thank Robin for introducing me 
to Micah 6:8: 
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What does the Lord require of 
you? 
To act justly, to love mercy and 
to walk humbly with your God.  

 

It’s a hard task but made easier 
by having known Robin.  
Thank you  
Sue Martyr, Tolladine Missioner 
 
 

PATRONAGE SCHEME 
If you would like to mark a 
special date, maybe a birthday 
or anniversary, you could 
become a Patron of St Barnabas 
and pay towards the running 
costs of the church building for 
that day (cost £25).  Patrons’ 
names are recorded in a special 
book kept at the front of the 
church by the piano.   
 

See Jackie Campbell for more 
info. 
 
 

TUDOR LADIES’  
LEGACY 
An exhibition in the Cathedral on 
Monday 17 February, 11am - 
12.30pm & 2-4pm 
 
Rub shoulders with royalty when 
you meet the Tudor Ladies in 
their stunning outfits on your visit 
around the Cathedral.  
 
Find out about their lives more 
than 400 years ago and don't 
forget to ask for a selfie!    

ROBIN SYKES, A FRIEND, THANK YOU 
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ST BARNABAS with CHRIST CHURCH 
MISSION FUND NEWS 

The Mission Fund Group held a 
meeting to discuss Christmas 
donations for Local and 
International charities.  At the 
PCC December meeting it was 
agreed to make donations to 
eight charities.   
 

Donations were sent to five local 
charities: 
 

Donations were sent to three 
local charities helping the 
homeless, especially during 
Christmas and the winter months 
to Maggs Day Centre, St. Paul’s 
Hostel and the Worcester branch 
of the Salvation Army.  
 

A donation was sent to New 
Hope Worcester, which is a local 
charity for disabled children and 
their families. 
 

A donation was sent to Acorns 
Children’s Hospice in Worcester 
who provide specialist care and 
support for life limited and life 
threatened babies, children, 
young people and their families.  
Donations were sent to three 
International charities: 
 

Christian Aid’s Christmas Appeal, 
which this year focused on 
helping mothers in the poorest 
parts of the world raise their 
children in the toughest 
circumstances, due to poverty 
and prejudice. 
 

Friends of the Holy Land (one of 
our Mission Links) as they 

continue to help and support our 
beleaguered Christians in 
communities in Gaza, West Bank, 
Israel and Jordon. 
 

Tearfund Christmas Appeal, to 
provide food, medical, hygiene 
and sanitation supplies and safe 
water to the most vulnerable 
people in war torn Yemen. 
 

Sincere thanks to our 
congregation for their continuing 
support. 
 

We wish you all a very healthy 
and peaceful 2020 
Ann Bryant (Mission Fund 
Chairperson) 

 
CHARITY PRAYER  
EVENING 
Sansome Walk Baptist Church  
1st March 6.30pm  
This is our third prayer evening 
when we meet to pray, thank and 
support all those hard working 
Christian folks serving our city 
through various charities.  
 
It is an interactive evening, with 
creativity, worship and quiet 
prayer with a desire to bless and 
encourage those working for 
Christian charities locally.   
 
For more information contact me 
or Steve O'Rourke.  
God Bless,  
Sue Gillgan, Prayer Coordinator 
Worcester Street Pastors 



 

YEAR OF PILGRIMAGE 
2020 is the Year of Pilgrimage 
for English Cathedrals! 
 
Look at Worcester Cathedral 
website for pilgrim routes to the 
Cathedral which can be 
completed in a day 
 
Friday 21 February 2020 as part 
of the Love Worcester Heritage 
Festival is the launch of a city 
centre Urban Pilgrimage, which 
will take you on a route from St 
Martin in the Cornmarket, via the 
outside of St Swithun's church, 
on to St Helen's church (off the 
High Street) and ending at 
Worcester Cathedral. Learn 
about faith and the heritage of 
these four city centre churches.    
 
In the meantime for information 
about Pilgrimage and Pilgrim 
Routes in the Diocese click this 
link: cofe-worcester.org.uk/faith-
and-life/spirituality-and-prayer/
pilgrimage/ 

 

 
 
 

A NEW APP 

LECTIO 365 is a daily 
devotional resource 
that helps you pray 
the Bible every day. 
  

AN ANCIENT PRACTICE 
Lectio 365 is inspired by Lectio 
Divina, a way of meditating on 
the Bible that’s been used by 
Christians for centuries.  
 
P.R.A.Y.  
Each day, Pause to be still. 
Rejoice with a Psalm and Reflect 
on Scripture. Ask for God’s help, 
and Yield to His will in your life.  
 
SIX PRACTICES 
Each week focuses on one of 24-
7 Prayer’s core values - six 
practices that help us live like 
Jesus - prayer, mission, justice, 
creativity, hospitality and 
learning.  
 
ANNUAL RHYTHMS 
To focus on seasons like Advent 
and Lent with special guest 
writers from around the world.  
 
READ OR LISTEN ON THE GO  
Both text and audio options are 
available and you can download 
up to a week in advance to read 
or listen to later.  
  
You can download the app via 
the app store or android store, or 
follow the weblink  
www.24-7prayer.com/
dailydevotional  
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FROM THE REGISTER 
 
 
 

 

May they rest in peace … and rise in glory 
FUNERALS: 
10th December  Jean Lilian Jones 

 
 
And he took them in His arms and blessed them 
BAPTISMS:  
5th January   Alayna Fernandes 
12th January  Demie Jones 
    Maccauley Jones 

 

BREAKFAST@TOLLY 
Fridays 9-10:00 

    
   Full English £3.50 with drink 
   Kid’s breakfast £1.75 
   Bacon/sausage sandwich £1.50 
   Tea/coffee 50p 
 
 

 
 
 
(Tolladine Mission & friends) 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS 
If you would like to take out a 
subscription to St Barnabas 
magazine (£3.50 per year) and 
have it delivered (within the 
parish) please see Sheila in 
church or phone 451928 
 
 

DISCLAIMER 
Please be aware that the PCC of 
St Barnabas with Christ Church 
does not vet the advertisements in 
this magazine. 



 

  

WEDNESDAY 

MORNINGS AT  

ST BARNABAS 

CHURCH 
  

Coffee & Chat  

between 10.45-11.45 

 

 
 
 

all welcome! 

E J GUMERY & SON 
Funeral Directors 

 

Independent, Family Funeral Directors 
 

 

Tel: 01905 22094 
24 HOURS 

 

68, 70 & 72 Ombersley Road  
Worcester WR3 7EU 

 

www.ejgumery.co.uk 
E-mail:enquiries@ejgumery.co.uk 

 Established 1870 
 Helpful & Efficient  
           Personal Service 
 Private Chapels 
 Pre-Payment Plans 

 

 

Astwood Memorials 
2 Checketts Lane 

Worcester 
 

 

Local Family Business 

Large Range of High Quality 

Memorials 

Specialist in Individual Designs 

Large New Show Area 

Home Visits Available 

Contact John 

 

 

01905 452319 

 

 

 

 WorcesterFuneralService.co.uk 

01905 23499 
Independent Family Funeral Directors 

      Worcester 
  

Funeral Service 

Craig is available 24 hours a day. 

Please call for any assistance. 

31c Barbourne Road,  

Worcester, WR1 1SA 

http://www.ejgumery.co.uk/
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=tea+%26+cake+Clipart+Black+White&view=detailv2&&id=DBDC63481A4C9A2FECCEA58C8EB2528C99F5961F&selectedIndex=101&ccid=%2fKuZp47b&simid=608052686054623310&thid=OIP.Mfcab99a78edbf25eda8a4fa3d994a591H0


 

                    

ST BARNABAS  

CHURCH HALL 
To make  your booking for  

parties, meetings, clubs,  

Baptism receptions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Call Rachel Chalmers (458101) or 

Julia Adams (610830)     
                            

TOLLADINE SERVICE 
STATION 

Tolladine Road 
Worcester WR4 9AZ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Family business for 40+ years 
 Repairs & Servicing to all makes 

& models of cars/light 
commercials & 4x4 

 Latest Diagnostic Equipment 
 Expert & friendly advice offered 
 We offer a free collect & deliver 

service to surrounding area. 
 

01905 24213 

                                                                               
 

 
 

Whatever your denture needs or  
budget, we can help. Award winning 

dental technicians from  
Ceroplast Digital Laboratory  

with dental surgeon  
Bob Binnersley B.D.S. 

Express Denture Repairs  
in 90 minutes 

Our service is discreet and we  
always guarantee your privacy 

FREE PARKING 
DISABLED ACCESS 

 

5% DISCOUNT WITH THIS ADVERT 
 

11, Bromyard Terrace,  
St John’s, Worcester WR2 5BW 

01905 425151 OR 01905 741814 
www.designer-smiles.com 


