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PARISH STAFF 
Team Rector:  Revd Julieann Watson (23785) 
Missioner   Sue Martyr   (25466) 
Churchwardens (St Barnabas): Mary James  (455214) 
     Rachel Chalmers (07787 128345) 
Parish Safeguarding Officer (PSO):    
    Rachel Chalmers    (07787 128345) 
      
WEBSITE:        www.stbarnabasworcester.org.uk  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
   St Barnabas                      Christ Church 
 8.00am Eucharist  10.00am Family Worship 
 10.00am Parish Eucharist  Baptisms (Sundays by appointment) 
    6.30pm  1st Sunday-Night Communion/quarterly Memorial Communion  

     2nd Sunday-Evensong (BCP)     (Feb, May, Aug, Nov) 
     3rd Sunday- Evening service  
     4th Sunday– Prayers for Healing & Wholeness   
  

Baptisms take place in the Parish Eucharist on the first Sunday of the month 
and at 12pm on second Sunday 
 
WEEKDAY WORSHIP 
MONDAY  8.00am   Cluster Prayers in St Barnabas 
   12.00pm Prayer in St Barnabas 
TUESDAY  8.45am Morning Prayer in St Barnabas 
   12.00pm Prayer in St Barnabas 
WEDNESDAY 8.45am Morning Prayer in Christ Church 
   10.00am Eucharist in St Barnabas 
THURSDAY  8.45am Morning Prayer in St Barnabas 
   12.30pm Eucharist at Christ Church 
FRIDAY  9.00am Eucharist in St Barnabas 
   9.45am ToddleAlong at St Barnabas 
 
Arrangements for booking banns, baptisms and marriages can be made on 
Wednesdays at 6.30pm at St Barnabas.  
 
The clergy are available, either by arrangement, or in church, for 
confessions, confidential interviews, advice, home visits etc. Please contact 
us if you know anyone who would appreciate this. 
 
Deadline for articles to appear in The Magazine is penultimate Sunday 

 

ALL EVENTS/SERVICES HAVE BEEN  
 

CANCELLED DUE TO CORONAVIRUS 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjk18jI88zKAhWDbxQKHa34D1IQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.freepik.com%2Ffree-icon%2Ffacebook-logo-with-rounded-corners_695309.htm&psig=AFQjCNHIkFo00A8WqWVpkkU__mc6NJ


 
 

Earth’s young eco-prophet, 
Greta Thunberg, has been 
encouraging us all to reflect on 
what we can learn from the 
Coronavirus pandemic. To 
consider in today’s world the 
place of wet markets (in 
Wuhan), an environment where 
it is believed the virus to have 
originated: and the 
consequences of the lockdown 
on the environment.  
 
For example: we might now 
question with more vigour the 
wisdom, legality and toleration 
of using animals in alternative 
medicines.  We wonder that air 
pollution levels went as low as 
they did in the 1950’s - I can’t 
remember where I heard that, 
but with everyone staying at 
home and working from home, 
this is going to improve air 
quality. Surely as we go 
through the next couple of 
months, we will be faced with 
what we have 
learned about 
looking after the 
planet. This so 
good! 
 
I’m in favour of 
reflecting and 
trying to learn 
from mistakes, 
wondering what 
went wrong. For 

ALWAYS LEARNING 

this reason I believe in what I 
call ‘good history’: which tells 
both sides of a story and 
whether lessons have been 
learned, and who championed 
those lessons. Often it’s the 
ones who made the mistakes 
in the first place who champion 
what has been learned, so that 
the same mistakes don’t 
happen again. Let’s ‘watch this 
space’, as they say, as the 
world comes out of this 
pandemic. I wonder who will 
say what and why. 
 
I’m also in favour of reflecting, 
not on what has gone wrong, 
but on the struggle to survive 
it: the effects on our wellbeing; 
how we have put together a 
new routine for the day; how 
we look after each other; how 
we ‘do’ church. With the rise in 
searches for prayer and sacred 
space during lockdown, we 
would do well to know how we 

can serve 
those who are 
seeking such 
depth in their 
lives. We hope 
that kind of 
hunger 
continues as 
doors re-open.  
 
The Diocesan 
Spirituality 
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CALLED TO ACTION 
Called to Action – The time is 
now!  
 
So states the Diocese of 
Worcester in its news on the 
website. The Diocesan 
Environmental Group has been 
considering the next in a series 
of small steps to save the planet 
as we come out of ‘lockdown’. 
The Pandemic has given the 
world time to reflect on aspects 
of life considered to be 
important, and now is the time to 
grasp this opportunity to change 
our world for the better.  
 
Our church and community is 
invited to write to local MPs, 
calling for a recovery plan that is 
fair and green, putting people, 
climate and nature at the heart of 
our recovery. As Christians we 
are asked to take action and 
restore creation. So why not 
write or e-mail the local MP 
expressing your concerns and 
sharing your ideas for a better 
world! Pray that the recovery 
plan is based on the Kingdom 
values of a greener and fairer 
world. There are further 
resources calling for changes in 
the recovery plan to be found on 
the Diocesan website. 
Judy & Chris, Eco Reps 
 
 

Group in which as female and 
ordained I am in the minority 
(my role is notetaker and the 
sharing of news), in many ways 
has come into its own at this 
time. Since the church doors 
closed and with a perceived 
tension between church/
organised religion and 
community/spirituality always 
present round the table; the 
group sense they have much to 
share which is at last welcome. 
They do and I’m glad. The 
interesting thing is that they 
have enjoyed the ‘online life’ 
and being in community and 
with people without their 
physical presence...or at least 
only those with whom they 
have things in common. I get 
that, but I’m not sure about 
that.  As I say, we often learn 
from people who occupy the 
other side of the story – the 
other side of the coin- those 
who are different from us. 
 
So, how do we learn? Sounds 
like we are honed by 
discomfort, one way or another. 
Oh, how I wish it were different.  
Revd Julieann Watson 
June 2020 
 
News on re-opening the church 
on page  4 
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SINGING OUR WAY  
THROUGH LOCKDOWN 
What worship songs or hymns 
are you singing during 
lockdown? We would like to 
know your favourite hymns and 
songs that you are singing 
during this pandemic or are 
missing. Send the title of your 
favourite song to 
rhiorourke@gmail.com  and we 
will post it on our facebook page/
youtube channel.  We think this 
will be a great way to stay 
connected with each other, and 
to encourage one another.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PRAYER STATIONS 
Following the success of the 
prayer stations around the St 
Barnabas we have decided to 
keep going with them. We will be 
following the feast/Saint days 
over the next few months.  We 
have enjoyed producing 
interactive resources for you 
around the Church gardens. 
Look out for our new prayer 
stations celebrating the heros of 
the faith including Mary 
Magdalene, John the Baptist and 
James.   
 
We invite you to come along and 
engage with the activities and in 
some way find community there. 
Rhianne  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
CAN DO 
As we transition between 
lockdown and re-opening some 
may be asking: "Are we nearly 
there yet?”  
 
Until we are there we keep 
going. We CAN DO this!  
   

CONNECT - making time for 
calls to family and friends, 
virtual meetings  

 

ACTIVE - getting outdoors  
 

NICE - being kind to someone  
 

DISCOVER - being curious to 
learn  

 

OBSERVE - enjoying aspects 
of nature   

 
Thanks Judy!  
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updated as  more public 
gatherings for services / worship 
are permitted. 
 
The Risk Assessment was 
completed using the Government 
Statements, the guidelines 
issued by the Church of England 
House of Bishops Covid-19 
Recovery group (version 2 dated 
12th June) and included the 
following: 
 
 Church of England website 

Coronavirus page 
 General advice on accessing 

church buildings 
 The cleaning of church 

buildings 
 Lone working policy 
 Information and guidance on 

the risks to volunteers  
 Government Guidance for 

organisations supplying safe 
water supplies 

 Government Guidance for the 
safe use of places 
of worship during 
the pandemic. 
 
Please note the 
following time 
scale: 
 
 PCC and Rural 
Dean approval of 
Risk Assessment: 
16-19 June 

Since the Government 
announcement that places of 
worship can re- open from 15th 
June 2020 it has been the desire 
of the churches in the Worcester 
East Deanery of which St 
Barnabas is a part, to do so.  
However, reference to the 
guidelines issued by the Diocese 
of Worcester makes it clear that 
churches should only open if 
they can and when they are 
safe: in other words, not to be 
pressured into opening on 15th 
June if not ready. 
 
Revd Julieann asked the church 
wardens Rachel Chalmers and 
Mary James, and chair to the 
Fabric Committee, Philip Adams, 
along with Bill Chalmers of the 
Hall Committee (the opening of 
the pre-school being relevant), to 
begin planning the preparations 
for re-opening St Barnabas 
Church. 
 
The Standing 
Committee of the 
PCC have been 
kept informed with 
progress. The Risk 
Assessment was 
approved by the 
PCC and sent to 
the Rural Dean for 
her information. 
This will all be 
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RE-OPENING ST BARNABAS CHURCH TO THE 
PUBLIC FOR INDIVIDUAL PRIVATE PRAYER 

TUESDAY 7th JULY 

https://www.facebook.com/stbarnabasworcester/photos/a.1506448256330189/2112959642345711/?type=3


 

 Preparation Cleaning: week of 
22nd June 

 Training for on-going 
stewards: Wednesday 1 July 

 Training to test for Legionella 
and healthy water flows: 
Friday 3 July 

 Prayers before we re-open (to 
go out by email): Monday 6 
July 

 Re-opening of St Barnabas 
Church for individual private 
prayer: Tuesday 7 July. 

 
Revd Julieann Watson:   
Tuesday 16th June 
Times for re-opening will be 
confirmed and publicised in 
various ways. (see page  9) 
 

 

MESSY CHURCH 
FRIENDS 
We are sending out 

Messy Church 

activities every week,  so we 

hope you are all having fun even 

though we can’t get together.  We 

hope the activities  will continue 

until August. 
 

If anyone is not receiving these 

and would like them, please 

contact Sue Sykes: 

(sue.sykes@cantab.net). 
 

Keep your eyes open for a restart 

date in the Autumn, and keep 

safe over the summer, you are all 

in our prayers. 

Sue Sykes   
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RIP VERA. 2020  
 
Zoom on-line  
YouTube/Yearning  
X-rays/X-rays  
WE’LL/Wistful  
Vulnerable/Virus  
Updates/Urban  
Testing/Tracing  
Social/Statistics  
Relaxation/Rules  
Quarantine/Quiet  
Protective/Positive  
Outdoors/Outbreak  
Neighbours/Nervous  
Mental Health/MEET  
Loungewear/Lockdown  
Key work/Kindness  
Jeopardy/Jogging  
Infectious/Indoors  
Homeschool/Handwash  
Global/Gardens  
Furlough/Fever  
Ethnic/Easing  
Distance/Difference  
Covid(19)/Contacts  
Birdsong/Bereft  
Alone/AGAIN  
 
Margaret GANDON  
June 2020  

mailto:sue.sykes@cantab.net
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Left page: Celebrating St Barnabas Day with yellow flowers (thanks to Sheila 
Bright), St Barnabas’ journey (thanks to Mark Watson) & encouragement 
cards (thanks to Steve & Rhianne O’Rourke) 
 

Right page, top left: The Collins family with the sunflowers that Rev Julieann 
gave them - the last time she saw them they were just a couple of leaves and 
a few inches high! 
 

Far right: Roses in memory of Robin planted out by Dave Bryant
 

Bottom: Steve, Mary, Pippa, Bill & Rachel hang up doves for Pentecost
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Celebrating St Barnabas Day with yellow flowers (thanks to Sheila 
journey (thanks to Mark Watson) & encouragement 

cards (thanks to Steve & Rhianne O’Rourke) - flowers in the Vicarage too 

The Collins family with the sunflowers that Rev Julieann 
the last time she saw them they were just a couple of leaves and 

Roses in memory of Robin planted out by Dave Bryant 

Steve, Mary, Pippa, Bill & Rachel hang up doves for Pentecost 
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When did you last 
hear the call of the 
cuckoo? We were 
very fortunate to 
hear a cuckoo on 
three separate 

occasions – twice whilst in the 
Malvern area and one locally. 
They are seldom heard so we 
were very fortunate and excited 
to hear it! 
 
This led me to thinking about the 
birds mentioned in the Bible and 
the first to come to mind for me 
is the dove that descended 
during the baptism of Jesus. This 
bird is a favourite in the Bible, 
which is understandable as the 
rock dove of Palestine was 
abundant. It nested in holes of 
the cliffs that protected pleasant 
valleys. Perhaps a challenge for 
the children or the whole family – 
are you able to find other 
references to a dove in the Old 
and New Testaments? Maybe 
have a go at some artwork as a 
result.  
 
Further 
research into 
other birds 
followed! In fact 
there are many 
references, 
both literal and 
symbolic, to all 
kinds of birds 
throughout the 
Old and New 

Testaments, the Old Testament 
especially.  
 
In the book of Job there are 
references to hawks and eagles 
and even an ostrich! The eagle 
with its powerful wings, fierce 
talons, sharp curved beak and 
its predatory habits was often 
used in the Old Testament to 
encourage the hosts of Israel in 
the wilderness years. The 
people would have known what 
God was talking about as they 
were travelling in eagle country 
and they would have seen these 
birds soaring across the land 
where they were encamped. 
The Bible also relates those 
who believe in God to eagles, 
as in Isaiah 40 v31 ‘They who 
wait for the Lord shall renew 
their strength, they shall mount 
up with wings like eagles, they 
shall run and not be weary, they 
shall walk and not faint.’ 
 
Job 38 v41 - ‘Who provides food 
for the raven when its young cry 
out to God and wander about for 

lack of food?’ 
and Luke 12 
v24 read well 
together – 
‘Consider the 
ravens: They 
do not sow or 
reap, they have 
no storeroom 
or barn; yet 
God feeds  

BIRDS OF THE BIBLE 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
them. And how much more 
valuable you are than birds!’ 
Also we learn that God wished to 
gather His people together just 
like a hen would gather her 
chicks under her wings.  
 
Jeremiah 8 v7 mentions a stork, 
dove, swallow and crane. Psalm 
84 v3 speaks of a sparrow, as 
does Matthew 10 v29, telling of 
God’s care. Leviticus 11 v13-19 
gives a long list of wonderful 
birds! You may like to find time 
to read the passage for yourself. 
Another little challenge! Can you 
find one in the list that is not a 
bird, yet has wings? I discovered 
that this was a list of considered 
‘unclean birds’, some being 
carnivorous. 
 
I found this research fascinating! 
Perhaps it may encourage you to 
find out more!  
 
Are you observing birds in your 
own gardens at the moment or 
when out for walks? Listen to 
their songs. Why not put food 
and water out for them if you are 
able. 
Judy  
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FRIENDS  
Please note that until further 
notice and review I can confirm 
the following opening days and 
times—heartily thanking those 
who have volunteered to be 
welcoming stewards:   
 

 Mondays: Closed 

 Tuesdays: 8.30-9.30am and 
6.00-7.00pm 

 Wednesdays: 10.00-11.00am 

 Thursdays: 2.00-3.00pm 

 Fridays: 9.00-10.00am 

 Saturdays: 10.00-11.00am 

 Sundays: 9.30 - 11.00am and 
6.30-7.30pm 

 
From Wednesday 22nd July and 
Wednesdays following: an act of 
public worship rather than 
private prayer.    
 
Sundays:  Remain for private 
prayer and also to continue 
Sunday Breakfast: Lunch: Tea: 
(prayers and readings) by email 
and post, and a YouTube 
recording.  
 
We will still prepare seasonal 
outdoor Prayer Stations and 
Prayer Board.  
 
These times and events will be 
publicised more widely.  
 
Many blessings to you  
Julieann  
 
 



 

Donatism (named 
after a Bishop 
Donatus) was a 4th 

century movement 
that flourished 
especially in North 
Africa.  Its members 
were those of a 
schismatic body not in 
communion with the 
Catholic Church. 
 
Donatism was the 
result of persecutions in the 
reign of the Emperor Diocletian.  
His governor in Africa was more 
lenient than most: he was 
satisfied if Christians merely 
handed over their Scriptures as 
a token repudiation of their faith.  
Some Christians acceded to this 
demand but, when the 
persecutions came to an end, 
they were branded traditores, 
"those who handed (the holy 
things) over" by the more 
zealous Christians. 
 
The Donatists were rigorists, 
holding that the church must be 
a church of "saints," not 
"sinners," and that sacraments 
administered by traditores were 
invalid. 
 
In 313 CE a papal commission 
found against the Donatists, but 
they continued to exist, viewing 
themselves, and not the Catholic 

Church, as the "true 
Church," the only one 
with "valid 
sacraments."  They 
were still a force at the 
time of St Augustine of 
Hippo at the end of the 
4th century and 
disappeared only after 
the Arab conquests 
three hundred years 
later. 
 

And today?  The spirit of 
Donatism lingers on, even within 
our own church, with talk of “valid 
this” and “tainted that”.  The 
thankfully-discarded Anglican 
Covenant of 2012 (remember 
that?) even tried to formalize this 
way of thinking, by trying to set 
up a two-tier church, with the 
lower rung presumably intended 
for those who wished to treat 
LGBT+ people just like everyone 
else. 
Mark Watson 

A HISTORY OF HERESIES (4 of 6): DONATISM 
The Church is for saints, not sinners 

 
This month’s  
Eco Target: 
 
Keep recycling items in 

the GREEN BIN! 
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T@TOLLY BAGS (left) 
Once again we delivered 
T@Tolly bags: ‘Pentecost/all the 
fun of the fair' to 55 children in 
Tolladine, plus microwave 
burgers and popcorn. Tolladine 
is now full of buntings, windmills, 
wind chimes, pavement chalk 
drawings and clowns, which 
could be portrayed as the spirit of 
God.  
We intend to keep reconnecting 
with the spirit through monthly 
T@Tolly bags throughout 
summer. Thanks to Rich Print for 
printing the clown masks for free, 
Sue S, Pippa and Roxanne. x  
 
 

A TIME TO PAUSE (right) 
How many times do we press 
PAUSE on our computer 
screens?   
 
How many times do we press 
PAUSE in our daily life?  
 
Let us PAUSE and see how God 
is revealed to us through nature.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
VOLUNTEER’S WEEK 
(right) 
It was Volunteer's week in June 
and in response Tolladine 
Mission volunteers received a 
THANK YOU gingerbread.   
 
Sorry if I missed you and THANK 
YOU for all your support and 
please take one of these.  
Sue Martyr 

TOLLADINE NEWS 
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FROM THE 
REGISTER 

 
 
 

 

May they rest in peace … and rise 
in glory 
FUNERALS: 
17th February Joan Semke 
  age 77 years 
19th February Lorraine 
Richardson age 72 years 

 
 
And he took them in His arms and 
blessed them 

 
Welcome! 
St Barnabas Vicarage 
Garden Party 23rd – 25th June 2020 
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Enjoying the beautiful weather and fellowship at the Socially 
Distanced Vicarage Garden Party this week.  
Thank you Julieann and Mark! 



 

 
BREAKFAST@TOLLY 

Fridays 9-10:00 
    
   Full English £3.50 with drink 
   Kid’s breakfast £1.75 
   Bacon/sausage sandwich £1.50 
   Tea/coffee 50p 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

(Tolladine Mission & friends) 

 

  

WEDNESDAY 

MORNINGS AT  

ST BARNABAS 

CHURCH 
  

Coffee & Chat  

between 10.45-11.45 

 

 
 
 

all welcome! 

E J GUMERY & SON 
Funeral Directors 

 

Independent, Family Funeral Directors 
 

Tel: 01905 22094 
24 HOURS 

 

68, 70 & 72 Ombersley Road  
Worcester WR3 7EU 

 

www.ejgumery.co.uk 
E-mail:enquiries@ejgumery.co.uk 

 Established 1870 
 Helpful & Efficient  
           Personal Service 
 Private Chapels 
 Pre-Payment Plans 

 

 

 WorcesterFuneralService.co.uk 

01905 23499 
Independent Family Funeral Directors 

      Worcester 
  

Funeral Service 

Craig is available 24 hours a day. 

Please call for any assistance. 

31c Barbourne Road,  

Worcester, WR1 1SA 

 

http://www.ejgumery.co.uk/
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=tea+%26+cake+Clipart+Black+White&view=detailv2&&id=DBDC63481A4C9A2FECCEA58C8EB2528C99F5961F&selectedIndex=101&ccid=%2fKuZp47b&simid=608052686054623310&thid=OIP.Mfcab99a78edbf25eda8a4fa3d994a591H0


 

                    

ST BARNABAS  

CHURCH HALL 
To make  your booking for  

parties, meetings, clubs,  

Baptism receptions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Call Rachel Chalmers (458101) or 

Julia Adams (610830)     
                            

TOLLADINE SERVICE 
STATION 

Tolladine Road 
Worcester WR4 9AZ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Family business for 40+ years 
 Repairs & Servicing to all makes 

& models of cars/light 
commercials & 4x4 

 Latest Diagnostic Equipment 
 Expert & friendly advice offered 
 We offer a free collect & deliver 

service to surrounding area. 
 

01905 24213 

                                                                               
 

 
 

Whatever your denture needs or  
budget, we can help. Award winning 

dental technicians from  
Ceroplast Digital Laboratory  

with dental surgeon  
Bob Binnersley B.D.S. 

Express Denture Repairs  
in 90 minutes 

Our service is discreet and we  
always guarantee your privacy 

FREE PARKING 
DISABLED ACCESS 

 

5% DISCOUNT WITH THIS ADVERT 
 

11, Bromyard Terrace,  
St John’s, Worcester WR2 5BW 

01905 425151 OR 01905 741814 
www.designer-smiles.com 


