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   St Barnabas                      Christ Church 
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 10.00am Parish Eucharist  Baptisms (Sundays by appointment) 
    6.30pm  1st Sunday-Night Communion/quarterly Memorial Communion  

     2nd Sunday-Evensong (BCP)     (Feb, May, Aug, Nov) 
     3rd Sunday- Evening service  
     4th Sunday– Prayers for Healing & Wholeness   
  

Baptisms take place in the Parish Eucharist on the first Sunday of the month 
and at 12pm on second Sunday 
 
WEEKDAY WORSHIP 
MONDAY  8.00am   Cluster Prayers in St Barnabas 
   12.00pm Prayer in St Barnabas 
TUESDAY  8.45am Morning Prayer in St Barnabas 
   12.00pm Prayer in St Barnabas 
WEDNESDAY 8.45am Morning Prayer in Christ Church 
   10.00am Eucharist in St Barnabas 
THURSDAY  8.45am Morning Prayer in St Barnabas 
   12.30pm Eucharist at Christ Church 
FRIDAY  9.00am Eucharist in St Barnabas 
   9.45am ToddleAlong at St Barnabas 
 
Arrangements for booking banns, baptisms and marriages can be made on 
Wednesdays at 6.30pm at St Barnabas.  
 
The clergy are available, either by arrangement, or in church, for 
confessions, confidential interviews, advice, home visits etc. Please contact 
us if you know anyone who would appreciate this. 
 
Deadline for articles to appear in The Magazine is penultimate Sunday 

 

ALL EVENTS/SERVICES HAVE BEEN  
 

CANCELLED DUE TO CORONAVIRUS 
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I hope you are keeping 
well in these strange times 
- I can't quite believe it's 
June already! 
 

One of the particular 
features of this Covid 
pandemic is that it is 
largely global and 
universal - it can feel like 
we’re all in the same boat. 
However, a friend of mine 
recently responded to this idea 
saying that, actually, we may all 
be in the same storm, but are in 
very different boats. While some 
people experience high levels of 
stress and hardship others are 
finding lockdown to be just an 
inconveniently long period of rest. 
Perhaps you find yourself at one 
of these extremes or somewhere 
in-between. 
 

I’m reminded of Jesus, during the 
storm in Matthew 4:35. Asleep in 
the boat his fearful disciples woke 
their teacher, he spoke a word 
and the winds and waves were 
silenced. The wonder and awe of 
the disciples at Jesus’ power was 
even greater than their fear of the 
storm. This passage is a huge 
challenge for me - do I remember 
that Jesus is right here with me? 
Do I have faith that he is present 
and powerful? Can I hear his 
words over the storm? My hope 
for us all in this time is that we 
would know Jesus’ presence in 
the 'boats' of our lives - and that 
we would hear his voice and 

WELCOME 

experience his love and 
peace over the wind and 
the waves. 
One person who was 
deeply commented to 
prayer and to becoming 
aware of Jesus was the 
fourteenth-century 
mystic, Julian of 

Norwich, who we remember 
on May 8th. I’ve written later in 
this Magazine about her life and 
experiences. I think what we 
can learn from her about 
intimacy with God, solitude and 
prayer is particularly relevant for 
many of us at this time - I hope 
you find it helpful. 
 

Lastly, can I encourage you to 
take part in our Prayer Course if 
you’re able - full details below. 
As well as being a really rich 
opportunity to explore prayer, 
it’s another way to keep 
connected as the people of St 
Barnabas and Christ Church. 
 

Take care and God bless you, 
Steve 
 
 

MESSY 
CHURCH  
Messy Church has 
provided weekly 
activities for Messy Church 
families & we have been 
circulating these. If you have 
not had them & would like to 
receive them, please let me 
know: sue.sykes@cantab.net 
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brought in the net with this strange 
fish.   
 

I progressed first as an Aspirant, 
then Postulant, then Novice.  The 
three years and nine months has 
been tough - riven with an awful 
decline in health.  A time of study – 
despite severe exhaustion.  I even 
studied for the Bishop’s Certificate 
and undertook a pilgrimage to 
Assisi.  Astoundingly my health 
took a massive upturn from 
December 1st.  Just as well 
because now, as a “vulnerable” 
person, I must stay at home in this 
time of COVID. With a clear head I 
have been able to use it as a long 
retreat almost as a hermit.  I live 
alone – but am not al 
 

one spiritually, praise the Lord.  
One Monday 11th I was professed 
as a full Brother in the Tertiary 
order.  It was an emotional time 
seeing my dear brothers and 
sisters on Zoom.  It was emotional 
as I made my declaration. I really 
felt that this was not the end but 
the beginning of a new phase of 
my life in Christ which will carry me 
to the end of my days however 
short they may be.   My eyes ever 
more clearly fixed on the celestial 
city that John Bunyan spoke of.  
Forget the honours system – there 
is only one honour I dearly yearn 
for and that is to hear those words 
well done thou good 
and faithful servant 
from the lips of the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
Pax et Bonum.  
(Peace and all good). 
Andy Hall 

Around about 1965 (five years old) I 
had several vivid dreams which I 
now reckon were my first calling to 
the Lord’s service.  In 1969 I first 
declared myself for Christ despite 
very little knowledge of why my 
decision was so important. It was 
not prompted by family (church 
going but not living the life of 
believers) but by a very real love of 
Christ.  I had a King James Bible my 
one Grandmother gave for my 
christening and I began to read that.  
It helped that at our prep school we 
were studying the Bible as part of 
the curriculum, followed by church 
history.   
 

The studying of both has become 
part of my life for the fifty years 
since then. Over those years I have 
been shaped by war (and the 
indelible mental scars from it), by 
living in three different countries, a 
failed marriage. I love nature, I 
abhor the standard Western 
materialism - which rusts and 
decays and ultimately distracts us 
from the Lord Jesus Christ.  The 
idea of Franciscan poverty (or living 
very simply) appealed to me, 
shaped I guess from four years at a 
Boarding school far from 
‘civilisation’ in Africa and a further 
four years of spartan life in the 
forces. 
 

April 2001 I first went on retreat to 
Glasshampton (a Society of St 
Francis house near Shrawley).  
Thus began a twenty year journey 
with the Franciscans.  In 2016 I 
applied to join the Third Order.  
Susan Parkes a regional guardian in 
the Order made contact and 
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THANK YOU 
I would like to express a few 
words of thanks to our wonderful 
phone friends at St Barnabas.  
We all know how well cared for 
we are in normal times, but we 
have certainly never experienced 
anything like this current 
situation. I have met a few other 
St Barnabas friends whilst out 
exercising and we have chatted 
across the road ‘how are you 
doing – isn’t it wonderful that we 
are being so well cared for?’ We 
have all had phone calls asking if 
we want books, shopping, 
paracetamol, DVDs, stamps – 
even special lockdown birthdays 
were made extra special. It has 
all been absolutely wonderful and 
we have felt surrounded by love.   
 
There is a beautiful rose called 
compassion (above) which I 
would one day like to buy if there 
is a suitable space in the church/
rectory grounds. It would be a 
beautiful reminder of everyone’s 
kindness during this time. 
J 

HELLO FRIENDS 
We cannot believe we are in 
week 10 of lockdown. Things 
have been busy in the O'Rourke 
household. As well as 
homeschooling our three cheeky 
chaps we have celebrated 
Isaac's 11th birthday and Ben's 
9th birthday. We had lots of cake 
and one Harry Potter themed 
party and one Lego Ninja themed 
party, which went down very 
well.   
 

Steve and Rhianne have also 
been studying hard, with online 
classes still happening and 
essays to hand in. We've 
managed to find some time for 
creativity too and have written a 
few funny songs to keep us 
busy.   
 

We miss all of our St Barnabas 
family a lot, and can't wait to be 
able to worship with you again, 
but know that you are in our 
thoughts and prayers, and do 
drop us an email or phone call if 
you want a chat.   
 

Lots of love, Steve, Rhianne, 
Josh, Isaac & Ben  
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find in her book, ’Revelations of 
Divine Love’ but one thing is clear 
about her; she had a mysterious 
and fascinating relationship with 
death. 
 

Julian writes that, as a young 
woman, she asked God to give her 
a near death experience, in the 
hope that this would bring her 
closer to Jesus. It’s often not easy 
for us to think about death, as that 
accidental wedding song reminds 
us, “nobody wants to die”, but 
apparently Julian of Norwich did - or 
at least to come close. Maybe she 
was influenced by some typically 
medieval ideas - that the body, or 
‘the flesh' is a problem that some 
discipline or self-denial can fix. Or 
maybe she was captivated by 
Jesus’ own words: 
 

“Whoever wants to save his life will 
lose it, but whoever loses his life for 
My sake will save it.” 
 

This phrase appears six times in 
the gospels, at lease once in each 

(Matt 10:39, Matt 16:25, 
Mark 8:35, Luke 17:33, 
Luke 9:24 and John 12:25. 
It’s an uncomfortable 
challenge that sits right at 
the heart of Jesus’ 
message, and the same 
invitation to death and 
new life that we remember 
in baptism. The apostle 
Paul throws a slightly 
different light onto this 
picture, one which we 
often repeat during the 

I remember once being at a 
beautiful wedding service. My 
friends made their vows. They 
kissed, we cheered. As they 
walked out, up the aisle of the 
church, a strange, slow song 
echoed through the sound 
system… 
 

“Everybody wants to go to heaven, 
but nobody wants to die.”  
 

I looked over towards the sound 
desk in a moment of panic. This 
was not the song the couple had 
requested! But it was too late, 
everyone seemed too happy to 
care about the mistake; and 
somehow, there was something 
profoundly meaningful in hearing 
those words at that moment. 
 

There is a strange connection 
between marriage and dying. Not 
only because the married couple 
are offering themselves “till death 
do us part” but also because 
entering into marriage is an 
invitation to put your partner first 
and lay down your life, or 
at least to make significant 
sacrifices, in the name of 
love. Maybe the way to life 
and love - to heaven - 
does require something in 
us to die. 
 

My memory of that 
wedding came to me as I 
was reading and reflecting 
on the fourteenth century 
mystic, Julian of Norwich. 
We know very little about 
her other than what we 
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Eucharist; “Send us out in the 
power of your spirit to be a living 
sacrifice.” 
 

Julian’s desire to experience death 
was fulfilled. She became very ill 
around aged 30 and those around 
her were so sure she was going to 
die that she was read her last rites. 
While in what she thought would be 
her death bed, she experienced a 
number of powerful revelations all 
rooted in a vivid vision of Jesus’ 
own death on the cross. 
 

After several days and several 
visions, Julian recovered from her 
illness but continued to reflect on 
her life changing experience. She 
later become an ‘anchorite’, a form 
of monastic life not uncommon in 
Julian’s time, which again, 
embraced a death-like experience 
to open up the way to connection 
with God.  
 

Anchorites would live alone in a 
small room or ‘cell’, often attached 
to a church. Some would have a 
servant or small garden area but 
they were permanently locked in. 
When an anchorite initially entered 
their cell they went through a ritual 
in which they were declared dead. 
Some even had the doorway 
bricked up behind them. This is a 
haunting picture of a woman, 
abandoning herself to her own 
tomb, having been pronounced 
dead twice, trusting that God is 
calling to her and will meet her on 
the other side. 
 

So, what did Julian find on the 
other side of her ‘dying’? You might 
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expect that a woman with such a 
determination to experience death 
would end up thinking some quite 
macabre things; and you would be 
partly right. There is a medieval 
bloodiness to some of her visions 
of Jesus, but the ultimate 
destination for Julian, as she met 
Jesus in her own death and in his 
crucifixion, was to experience 
overwhelming, divine love. 
 

The love of God, revealed in 
Christ, is the primary thread 
throughout Julians revelations. 
While we’ve thought so far about 
Julian’s own movement towards 
death, some of the most powerful 
writing in Julian’s Revelations 
describe Jesus speaking to Julian 
about his death on the cross, how 
it was entirely motivated by love: 
 

‘Lo, how I loved you! Behold and 
see that I loved you so much 
before I died for you that I wished 
to die for you… And now is all my 
bitter pain and all my great work 
turned into endless joy and 
blessing for me and for you.’ 
 

This is a powerful and intimate 
picture of love; one that Julian 
experiences as deeply personal - 
although she is clear that she 
believes her revelations from God 
are intended for all Christians. Out 
of Jesus’s death has come endless 
joy and blessing. Is this how you 
understand God’s motivation for 
going to the cross for you? Not 
reluctantly, in order to ensure that 
we ‘owe him’ for all eternity for 
dealing with our sinfulness, but out 
of His overflowing love: 



 

But in solitude and prayer, Julian 
found life and love - she met 
Jesus. And this is my prayer for 
all of us in this time - that we 
would meet Jesus, we would 
hear how much he loves us, we 
would sense the joy of heaven 
over us - even in this challenging 
time.  
 

Because, as Julian of Norwich 
understood, love is the meaning 
of all God has made and done for 
us… 
 

“And so I was taught that love 
was our Lord’s meaning… 
…And in this love he has done all 
that he has done;  
and in this love he has made 
everything for our benefit;  
and in this love our life is 
everlasting.” 
Steve O’Rourke 

 
ECO QUIZ RE WORDS 
Did you take up the challenge 
set in last month’s magazine to 
find as many ‘Re’ words 
connected to being Eco-friendly? 
The following words are just my 
ideas and discoveries! Did you 
find any more? 
 

Recycle, Reduce, Refill, Refuse, 
Re-gift, Repair, Repurpose, 
Rethink, Return, Reuse and if 
you do all of this - Rejoice! Not a 
‘Re’ word, but also you could 
place in a compost bin to ‘Rot’.  
Being Eco-friendly at this time is 
more difficult, but keep trying - 
the planet needs you! 
Judy  

Greater love has no one than 
this: to lay down one's life for 
one's friends. (John 15:13) 
 

Julian was prepared to 
experience something like dying 
in order to be closer to Jesus and 
she gave years of her life to 
prayer. After all that she offered 
to God there is not one single 
note of regret in all her writing. All 
she offered to God was herself - 
her time and attention. 
 

Julian of Norwich clearly yearned 
to experience God in a deeper 
way - something tangible, 
emotional and spiritual - and God 
met her in there. This yearning is 
in us all; we all want to be taken 
beyond ourselves, and we all 
have our chosen methods - some 
use meditation and mindfulness, 
some use music, film and all 
manner of entertainment and 
storytelling. God can be in all 
those things, but sometimes we 
need to go straight to the source 
- to Jesus, the Way, the Truth 
and the Life. Julian puts it like 
this: 
 

Our natural will is to seek God, 
and the good will of God is to 
seek us; and we may never 
cease from wanting or from 
yearning till we find him in 
fullness of our joy. 
 

Julian’s life and message echo 
strangely across the landscape of 
the Covid lockdown. Like her, we 
are experiencing solitude and 
loss, although not out of choice. 
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ST BARNABAS WIVES’ 
GROUP 
St Barnabas Wives Group 
started in 1948. Janice Bayliss, 
Pat Mayo and myself joined what 
was then called “Young Wives 
Group” in March 1967. 
 

Our meetings were held in the 
church hall during the evenings 
of the 2nd Thursday of each 
month. Over the years we have 
had some interesting speakers, 
demonstrations and slide shows. 
We had coach trips to places of 
interest locally and also to 
restaurants to celebrate special 
occasions. 
 

Each year we picked a charity to 
support and did well with all our 
fundraising. One year, in memory 
of Pat Pratt, our treasurer at the 
time, we raised £1,367 for the Air 
Ambulance.  
 

She had been flown by the air 
ambulance to Radcliffe Hospital, 
but sadly died in early 1994. Judy 
Penlington took over as treasurer. 
A big thank you to Chris Chilton, 
our chairman for many years. Also 
our thanks to all our members over 
the years for their help at lots of 
events. 
 

It is very sad that our group is to 
close down. We have a reduced 
membership alongside limited 
funds. But we hope all of us will be 
able to keep in touch as much as 
possible. 
Bless you all,.  
Margaret Cutler, Programme Secy  

This photo was taken at the 40th 
anniversary dinner in November 
1988 at the Packhorse.  
So far we have  identified: 
 

Front row: Mo Coley, Mo Coley's 
sister (works/ed at Cook shop in 
Broad Street), friend of Margaret 
Cutler (passed away), Muriel 
Harris, Pam Crick (lives in 
Woodland Road), Judy Ford  
 

Short row of 3: Doreen Hitchings, 
Gaynor Newman, ? Jean Pardoe.  
 

Middle row: ?, Jean Price, Chris 
Chilton, Judy Penlington,?, 
Margaret Cutler, Ann Drew, 
slightly behind Ann a lady who 
lives/ed? along Astwood Road 
near the Chequers/once a dinner 
lady at St Barnabas,?, Lin Croney.  
 

Back row:?, Joan, Betty 
Trimnell, ?, ?, slightly behind  lady 
who lives/ed in Kingston Avenue, 
Tina (Indian lady friendly with Jean 
Price), Mrs Price  lived in house 
opp bus stop (daughter with ginger 
hair) ?, ?, 2nd dinner lady, ?. 
 

If you know anyone else, contact: 
jackiecampbell@talktalk.net. 
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LIFE IN LOCKDOWN 
Top row:  Katy’s science lesson, Maddy with her sunflowers, Ben won a 
Gold Star at school for his work on the SeeSaw Project, Ben, Isaac & Josh 
enjoying camping, (Ben & Isaac also celebrated their birthdays) 
Middle row: Lily Ruddle won a Gold Award for her vegetarian Moussaka 
(pictured underneath), Sam cycling to the shops 
Bottom row: Valentina with her drawing, Noah, Max & Jack camping in the 
garden, Ava & Henry celebrating their birthdays 
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The results of research on trauma 
offer some help to us as we 
continue living with the effects of 
Covid-19. So even as we continue 
on, going into our third month, let’s 
find some encouragement in this 
for ourselves and those we seek to 
encourage and care for. 
 

First to recognise that what has 
happened is a trauma to 
communities, the nation and the 
world – and unlike a one off event, 
this is a different kind of trauma 
which continues on and we don’t 
know when it will end: This has 
shattered assumptions that the 
world is reliable and that all we 
have worked for will be fruitful.  
The loss of these assumptions and 
the breaking of connections with 
people all contribute to trauma.  
 

What is normal around trauma 
means that: 
 

People’s whole selves are affected: 
strange physical symptoms may 
be felt because the body is 
reacting to the fact that it may 
not feel very safe. Emotions will 
be all over the place. 
Concentration is difficult. It will 
be normal to be up, down, 
energetic, exhausted, afraid. 

 

People will react differently 
depending on different 
backgrounds & experiences, 
including past traumas. 

 

We respond best when we have 
clear and reliable information 
and when we have something to 

do, and when we are cared for 
in warm and authentic 
ways...phone calling can be 
reassuring. 

 

Sense can be made by being able 
to integrate the experience into 
an overarching story – although 
it might still be too soon to put 
together a coherent story out of 
all this. 

 

It is normal that we begin full of 
energy and self-sacrifice which 
then burns out to become a 
time when we might become 
suspicious and blameful of 
authorities, governments and 
managers...perhaps each other. 
As this phase loses its force, 
realistic, hopeful re-building can 
take place and develop. 

 

Many of our responses as a 
church congregation and among 
our communities can be celebrated 
and affirmed as we did during Holy 
Week and Easter and now as we 
look forward to Pentecost. Also by 
marking other transformative 
moments in history and in the 
whole human story  - as we did for 
example by marking VE Day. 
 

I read that even ‘trauma 
professionals’ are disorientated at 
the moment – so however you feel, 
its OK, you are normal – just make 
sure you find people you trust who 
you can talk to and be in touch 
with. 
 

We human beings are strong but 
fragile and we look always to 

HOW DO YOU FEEL? YOU ARE NORMAL 



 

remind ourselves that God our 
Maker made us to be like this, and 
therefore knows and understands 
completely, and loves us for it! 
 

Take care friends and keep in 
touch with each other. 
Revd Julieann  
 

COVID 19 & OUR  
ENVIRONMENT 
It has been difficult over the past 
months to find any positives from 
the pandemic situation, yet there 
are some to be found. Following 
the guidelines about staying safe, 
the way we live our lives has 
changed. As we write, we look to 
the skies. When did we last see 
any planes or their trails? Fewer 
cars are on the road as essential 
journeys only are taken. As a 
consequence the air quality is 
much better as carbon emissions 
have fallen. Have we become more 
aware of where our food has come 
from and the miles it has travelled? 
Are we buying only what we need 
and produce that is local? The 
busyness of life has stopped and 
there is more of a stillness and 
quiet than before. Have we become 
more mindful of our surroundings - 
the sights, sounds and smells? 
Have you been more aware of the 
songs of various birds – the 
beautiful songs of the blackbird, the 
dunnock and the robin? The birds 
are now busy feeding young or 
finding nesting materials. Have you 
really noticed the intricacy of 
certain flowers and their perfume, 
especially when the sun has been 
shining? Wildlife has returned to 
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areas that were too people 
populated before and is doing well. 
Waterways are quiet and fish have 
returned to clearer waters.  
 

We can only hope that these 
benefits will and can be sustained 
in some way when life returns to 
some or new normality.  
 

Let’s stay safe and appreciate our 
environment in all its beauty and 
wonder. 
Judy & Chris 

 

CHRISTIAN AID  
COMPETITION 
The winning entry is Jackie 
Campbell (above). The identifiable 
Christian Aid logo has been 
brought right up to date and the 
image makes you think about what 
the Organisation might be doing/be 
able to do in the current crisis. And 
what we as Christians can all do. 
 

Well done Jackie 
Margaret Gandon 
 

Other entries: 



 

PUZZLED?  
Puzzling out how to spend time 
productively, doing a jigsaw seems 
a bit of a luxury and is strangely 
addictive. Other projects, exercise 
routines and chores take a back 
seat. But there is more to it. It 
seems there might be some 
lessons for life right here, right 
now.  
 

My present puzzle is of the 
Chelsea Flower Show that I went 
to a few years back with my sister. 
It is bringing back memories of a 
delightful day out and some 
beautiful flowers and plants. There 
are, I have realised, no crowds in 
the photo montage and the 
gardens are easy to see. I am 
thinking about our favourites, the 
colour schemes that were 
fashionable and the importance of 
the various added structures, 
landscaping and water features.  
 

I am putting the pictures back 
together piece by piece and the 
beauty of the whole will be 
revealed. There is a sense of 
anticipation, a time set aside for 
relaxation and therapy and the 
satisfaction that the brain cells at 

least are surely being exercised. I 
am in control of this project, and 
have the time to stick with it. The 
anticipation will be worth the effort 
because I know what to expect 
when it is finished, both in results 
and well-being.  
 

We only own a few puzzles and I 
am now running out. We inherited a 
couple of smaller vintage ones after 
my in-laws died but here’s the 
thing: there are no pictures on the 
lids. This is much more difficult. 
What to expect? How can I 
anticipate the result when I don’t 
know what it will be? Okay, there 
are still rules that apply. The 
pieces, rather oddly shaped, are 
still designed to fit together and 
presumably the pictures will be 
worth looking at. There will still be a 
sense of achievement, if the 
puzzles are completed, and the 
brain may have a workout rather 
than some gentle exercise. I could 
be up for it.  
 

There is joy in anticipating visits, 
events and holidays. Sometimes 
the event doesn’t totally live up to 
our expectations but we probably 
wouldn’t want to give up the 
pleasure of having something to 
‘look forward to’. In these present 
times, even when we can easily be 
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We have also delivered a Sunday 
special from Christ Church 
containing homemade bread, 
juice, paper cups and an activity, I 
wonder how they organised and 
led their own home Sunday 
service? 
 

Ascension Day from Elbury 
Mount reservoir. I think this is the 
highest place in Worcester and is 
an apt place to visit on this day. I 
know some of us will remember 
Rev Dominic Melville leading a 
short service and eating fish and 
chips up this mountain. 

persuaded that there are others 
far worse off than we are, we can 
give ourselves permission 
sometimes, to feel out of kilter. 
We may well be struggling with 
the current situation. And more 
than that, we are anticipating a 
different future but we don’t really 
know what or when it will be.  
Margaret Gandon: May 2020  
 

In Tolladine we will have just 
completed our next batch of 
T@Tolly bags, the third during 
lockdown. This time we have had 
25 extra children to cater for 
bringing the total to 55. This has 
been enabled by volunteers who 
help make up and deliver the 
bags and by having won a 
generous grant of £1000 from 
Worcester Community Found-
ation, so much gratitude to them 
and other kind donations from 
various individuals of St Barnabas 
congregation. I hope the love and 
generosity of God is felt by the 
children and parents of those 
receiving the bags.  

 
This month’s  
Eco Target: 
 

Stay safe – wash  
hands, but try not to 
keep the tap running!  

TOLLADINE NEWS 
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Poor old Arius.  He was a 
presbyter in early 4th century 
Alexandria and had the misfortune 
to be declared a heretic in 325 CE, 
was later exonerated in 335 CE 
and finally (after his death!) 
pronounced a heretic again in 381 
CE. 
 

One of JulieAnn’s fellow ordinands 
in Cambridge remarked: “Arius 
seems to me to have been quite a 
nice chap, whereas Athanasius 
comes over as a right little ****”.  
Athanasius helped define the 27 
books that now make up the New 
Testament and later became a 
saint.  Athanasius also has a (very 
long and dull) creed named in his 
honour, while Arius is only 
remembered as a heretic. 
 

Arians taught that the pre-
incarnate Jesus was a divine being 
created by (and therefore inferior 
to) God the Father.  Hence there 

was a time before which the Son 
did not exist.  Appeal to Scripture 
was made by citing John 14. 28 
“…..the Father is greater than I” 
although they seemed to have 
conveniently overlooked John 1. 1
-2 “…..and the Word was God.  
He was in the beginning with 
God.” 
 

Arianism flourished for a while - 
even within the family of the 
Emperor, the Imperial nobility and 
certain high-ranking clergy.  
However, in the end, it was 
Trinitarianism which prevailed in 
the Roman Empire by the end of 
the 4th century.  The doctrine of 
“one God in Trinity, and Trinity in 
unity”.  This remains the orthodox 
Christian position to this day. 
 

That’s why at Christmas we all 
sing: “Very God.....begotten not 
created”. 
Mark Watson 

 
 
 
 
 

The War Memorial 
suitably recording VE Day 
75th Anniversary. 
 
 

A HISTORY OF HERESIES (3 of 6): ARIANISM 
Not very God, instead “created not begotten” 

http://uk.ask.com/wiki/Presbyter?qsrc=3044
http://uk.ask.com/wiki/Alexandria?qsrc=3044
http://uk.ask.com/wiki/Incarnation_(Christianity)?qsrc=3044
http://uk.ask.com/wiki/Incarnation_(Christianity)?qsrc=3044


 

During this time of isolation, 
you won’t be surprised to 
know that John and I have 
been doing a lot of walking. 
It has been an opportunity 
to explore our immediate 
locality and explore our 
parish in much greater 
detail. 
 

As it was Rogation Sunday on the 
17th May I realized that we have 
been Beating the Bounds for the 
past six weeks.  As we have 
walked we have met people we 
know also walking and have 
remembered those who lived in 
the different streets in the past. 
We have discussed how children 
must have played on Elbury 
Mount and Gorse Hill.  What fun it 
must have been to make dens 
and tree houses .  We have 
wondered about who farmed the 
Ronkswood Hill meadows as we 
admired the cows grazing there.  
 

We looked at the houses in Avon 
and Teme Road built for the 
munitions workers in the last war.  
We have admired the fantastic 
views from the top of the King 
George’s Park. We considered 
the Railway and its influence on 
the parish. We walked the canal 
and admired proud swans with six 
cygnets.  
 

We have walked often through 
the Cemetery admiring the 
cowslips and bluebells and 
recognising the names of some of 
the stones. We have looked at 

the military headstones 
and remembered soldiers 
who died in war. We have 
seen new graves and 
prayed for families in grief. 
 

We have seen new houses 
in places we didn’t know 
existed.  We have followed 

foot paths, and alleys which led 
us to Industrial Estates ,to 
Schools, Residential and Care 
Homes,  all part of our parish of 
St Barnabas with Christ Church. 
 

As we have walked we have 
rejoiced in the beauty of Spring, 
the varied gardens, the newly 
painted fences and all the signs 
of people at home and keeping 
safe. 
 

We know that for many of us this 
is a time of severe testing, of loss 
and learning how to live in very 
different circumstances. Many 
people are suffering mentally, 
physically, spiritually and 
financially.  As I walk I pray for 
those suffering and give thanks 
for all the people who live in the 
parish. I remember too our 
Muslim friends who are preparing 
for the end of Ramadan this 
week. 
 

Lord help us to see the Light of 
your Love guiding us through 
these challenging times. May we 
know your Presence  and your 
Strength day by day. Amen. 
Pippa Hawkins 
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BEATING THE BOUNDS 2020 



 

FROM THE 
REGISTER 

 
 
 

 

May they rest in peace … and rise 
in glory 
FUNERALS: 
17th February Joan Semke 
  age 77 years 
19th February Lorraine 
Richardson age 72 years 

 
 
And he took them in His arms and 
blessed them 
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Bs IN JUNE 
For some reason I always associate the month of June with the letter B: 

 
    B is for Blessings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Do you have more Bs that you think of in June! Or do you  

have a different letter in mind for June? 
         Sue Sykes 

Bumble bees Boating 

BBQs Bill’s Birthday 
Happy Birthday Bill! 

Blooms 

ST BARNABAS 



 

 
BREAKFAST@TOLLY 

Fridays 9-10:00 
    
   Full English £3.50 with drink 
   Kid’s breakfast £1.75 
   Bacon/sausage sandwich £1.50 
   Tea/coffee 50p 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

(Tolladine Mission & friends) 

 

  

WEDNESDAY 

MORNINGS AT  

ST BARNABAS 

CHURCH 
  

Coffee & Chat  

between 10.45-11.45 

 

 
 
 

all welcome! 

E J GUMERY & SON 
Funeral Directors 

 

Independent, Family Funeral Directors 
 

Tel: 01905 22094 
24 HOURS 

 

68, 70 & 72 Ombersley Road  
Worcester WR3 7EU 

 

www.ejgumery.co.uk 
E-mail:enquiries@ejgumery.co.uk 

 Established 1870 
 Helpful & Efficient  
           Personal Service 
 Private Chapels 
 Pre-Payment Plans 

 

 

 WorcesterFuneralService.co.uk 

01905 23499 
Independent Family Funeral Directors 

      Worcester 
  

Funeral Service 

Craig is available 24 hours a day. 

Please call for any assistance. 

31c Barbourne Road,  

Worcester, WR1 1SA 

 

http://www.ejgumery.co.uk/
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=tea+%26+cake+Clipart+Black+White&view=detailv2&&id=DBDC63481A4C9A2FECCEA58C8EB2528C99F5961F&selectedIndex=101&ccid=%2fKuZp47b&simid=608052686054623310&thid=OIP.Mfcab99a78edbf25eda8a4fa3d994a591H0


 

                    

ST BARNABAS  

CHURCH HALL 
To make  your booking for  

parties, meetings, clubs,  

Baptism receptions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Call Rachel Chalmers (458101) or 

Julia Adams (610830)     
                            

TOLLADINE SERVICE 
STATION 

Tolladine Road 
Worcester WR4 9AZ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Family business for 40+ years 
 Repairs & Servicing to all makes 

& models of cars/light 
commercials & 4x4 

 Latest Diagnostic Equipment 
 Expert & friendly advice offered 
 We offer a free collect & deliver 

service to surrounding area. 
 

01905 24213 

                                                                               
 

 
 

Whatever your denture needs or  
budget, we can help. Award winning 

dental technicians from  
Ceroplast Digital Laboratory  

with dental surgeon  
Bob Binnersley B.D.S. 

Express Denture Repairs  
in 90 minutes 

Our service is discreet and we  
always guarantee your privacy 

FREE PARKING 
DISABLED ACCESS 

 

5% DISCOUNT WITH THIS ADVERT 
 

11, Bromyard Terrace,  
St John’s, Worcester WR2 5BW 

01905 425151 OR 01905 741814 
www.designer-smiles.com 


