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PARISH STAFF 
Team Rector:  Revd Julieann Watson       (23785) 
Curate   Revd Kalantha Brewis       (26715) 
Missioner   Sue Martyr         (25466) 
Churchwarden (St Barnabas): Gaynor Pritchard       (07816231401) 
Parish Safeguarding   
Officer (PSO):   Rachel Chalmers     (07787 128345) 
      
 
WEBSITE:        www.stbarnabasworcester.org.uk  
 
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
   St Barnabas                      Christ Church 
 8.00am Eucharist  10.00am Family Worship 
 10.00am Parish Eucharist  Baptisms (Sundays by appointment) 
    6.30pm  1st Sunday-Night Communion/quarterly Memorial Communion  
     2nd Sunday-Evensong (BCP)     (Feb, May, Aug, Nov) 
     3rd Sunday- Evening service  
     4th Sunday– Prayers for Healing & Wholeness   
  

Baptisms take place in the Parish Eucharist on the first Sunday of the month 
and at 12pm on second Sunday 
 
WEEKDAY WORSHIP 
MONDAY  8.30am   Morning Prayer in St Barnabas 
   6.00pm Evening Prayer in St Barnabas 
TUESDAY  8.30am Morning Prayer in St Barnabas 
   6.00pm Evening Prayer in St Barnabas 
WEDNESDAY 8.45am Morning Prayer in Christ Church 
   10.00am Eucharist in St Barnabas 
   6.30pm Tolladine Community Prayers at Mission 
     House, 214a Tolladine Road 
THURSDAY  12.30pm Eucharist at Christ Church 
FRIDAY  9.00am Eucharist in St Barnabas 
   9.45am ToddleAlong at St Barnabas 
 
Arrangements for booking banns, baptisms and marriages can be made on 
Wednesdays at 6.30pm at St Barnabas.  
 
The clergy are available, either by arrangement, or in church, for 
confessions, confidential interviews, advice, home visits etc. Please contact 
us if you know anyone who would appreciate this. 
 
Deadline for articles to appear in The Magazine is penultimate Sunday 

 
The Church Hall is available for private events and parties, including 
after weddings, baptisms and funerals and for children’s parties. Contact  
Rachel Chalmers (458101) or Julia Adams (610830)  
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Easter Day is beautiful day. 
Easter Day is full of hope, 
renewal, colour and light, but 
only if you’re ready for it. 
 
Some people who share their 
thoughts and feeling with me at 
this time of year say they are 
still in Holy Saturday- the day 
of the tomb, for sure, we would 
want to rush on from Good 
Friday to Easter Day and not 
spend time appreciating, 
remembering and reflecting on 
what has gone before, before 
we dive into what is new. 
 
Easter Day comes after a 
journey to and through the 
hard places of life and change, 
after facing the challenges and 
sorrows and possibly the 
coldness and darkness of the 
tomb.  
 
Grief may come at any change 
in life. Some changes are 
happy some changes are sad. 
As we go through life changes, 
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we must leave the past behind 
before we fully embrace the 
new and future. This takes 
time.  Our memories will 
remain of course. The Good 
will also remain and last for 
ever but there is still a putting 
of things away before new life 
comes. 
 
Watching the buds on the trees 
break forth after the deep sleep 
of winter reminds me that new 
life requires energy and a spirit 
we struggle to find on our own. 
After all, it was the Father who 
raised Jesus.  
 
Once raised, Jesus had to lay 
aside his burial clothes, get up, 
leave the tomb and move on. 
So, I wish you all God’s energy 
of renewal, Jesus’s laying 
aside of burial clothing and 
may you embrace all the good 
and the new that is the beauty 
of Easter Day. 
Rev Julieann 
April 2019 

EASTER DAY IS A BEAUTIFUL DAY 



 

PALM SUNDAY 
On Palm Sunday evening (14th 
April) at 6.30pm there will be a 
BCP Evensong with an address 
on The Theology of The Cross, 
with contributions by Irenaeus, 
Anselm, Abelard and Calvin. 
  
 

DO YOU LOVE  
READING? 
Did someone help 
to teach you read 
when you were at 
Primary school? Would you like 
to help out as a volunteer and 
get a new generation of readers 
fired up?  
 
St Barnabas Primary School on 
Green Lane is looking for adults 
who would be willing to help out 
with encouraging readers 
regularly.  
 
If this sounds like something 
which might be for you, then 
please let me know in the first 
instance. Thank you!  
Revd Kalantha  
 
 

SUMMER PARTY 
This will take place on Saturday 
29th June 5pm-7pm on Church 
Green and everyone is 
welcome. If anybody would like 
to help set up, serve or run 
some games, please contact 
Revd Julieann 01905 23785 

MESSY CHURCH  
As the third Saturday 
in April is Easter 
Saturday, we shall 
replace Messy Church 
this month with a Good Friday 
Service for families. We have 
been promised a donkey and 
Hot Cross buns—so watch this 
space! 
 
Next messy Church will be on 
Saturday 11th May. 
 
 

ANNUAL REPORTS 
To prepare for the APCM, 
reports from church groups for 
the year ending December 
2018  should be sent to 
jackiecampbell@talktalk.net  by  
Tuesday 9th April. Thankyou 
 

 
ELECTORAL ROLL 
The Electoral Roll is being 
renewed this year—if you wish 
to remain on or be added to this 
please fill in an Electoral Roll 
form available in church 
(deadline 14th April). 
 
 

EASTER LILIES  
Easter lilies/flowers in 
memory of a loved one 
are £3.50 each.  If you 
would like one, please put 
money in envelope and write 
name on the front and give to 
Sheila by Palm Sunday, 14th 
April. 
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LITTER CLEAN UP 
It appears that the Great British 
Spring Clean 2019, a campaign 
running from 22nd March—
23rd April, will become the 
largest mass environmental 
action ever to take place in the 
UK. Throughout the country 
nearly half a million volunteers 
have signed up to take part. 
The good news is that St. 
Barnabas Church has also 
signed up and we are 
conducting a litter pick on 
Saturday 6th April from 9—
11am. We will be cleaning up 
litter from the roads 
surrounding the church. Having 
achieved bronze status as an 
Eco church, we want to help 
our community by tidying it up. 
 
Litter pickers, vests, gloves, 
bags & hand gel will be 
provided, but if you have your 
own, can you bring them 
please. We will meet outside 
church at 9am and any time 
you can give us will be 
welcome. The more people we 
can get, the cleaner we can 
make the area. For further 
details contact Mary 01905 
455214,  
mary_e_james@btinternet.com
. 
 

LENT LEAD VOICES 
John Hocking is holding the final 
of three sessions of Lead Voices 
during Lent, called Lent Lead 
Voices: 
 
9th April in St Barnabas    
Church at 7.00-7.30pm 
 
Lent Lead Voices is open to all 
who would like to join him 
around the piano to sing some 
new hymns from our 'new' red 
hymn book Ancient and Modern: 
Hymns and Songs for refreshing 
worship,  and to practice and re-
discover our seasonal settings. 
 
 

CHRISM EUCHARIST 
On Monday of Holy week (15th 
April) at 11am in the Cathedral  
there will be a Chrism Eucharist 
followed by a free soup lunch — 
all are welcome! 
 
Please let Julieann know  if you 
plan to go (for catering 
numbers) or sign up in the back 
of church by 4th April. 

 
 

APCM  
This year’s APCM is on Sunday 
28th April at 7.30pm in St 
Barnabas. Everyone is welcome 
to come along to this! 
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Recent visitors to our 
new home have noted 
the not insignificant 
number of paintings 

and photographs of mountains on 
our walls. I have thought about 
some of those that I have 
climbed, while considering my 
word from a sermon for this 
month: Wilderness.  
 
A wilderness means an 
uncultivated, uninhabited and 
inhospitable region, a neglected 
or abandoned area in the garden, 
a position of disfavour, especially 
in a political context. And a voice 
in the wilderness is described as 
an unheeded advocate of reform. 
The word comes from the Old 
English, meaning a land 
inhabited only by wild animals. 
But there are negative and 
positive connotations to this 
word.  
  
Quotes include ‘a beautiful 
mountain wilderness” and ‘Alaska 
is the last great wilderness’. How 
do we feel about such wild 
places? In his book, ‘The sound 
of Mountain Water’, Wallace 
Stegner writes ‘We need wild 
country available to us, even if 
we never do more than drive to 
its edge and look in’. And plenty 
of us value our green spaces 
even if we don’t get to walk in 
them every day. 
  
Mountaineers are often asked 
why they put themselves through 
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such hardship and pain to reach 
a summit. The reasons are often 
complex and difficult to put into 
words. Robert McFarlane 
ponders some of the challenges 
in his book ‘Mountains of the 
Mind: Adventures in reaching the 
Summit’. He says ‘wildernesses 
challenge our complacent 
conviction that the world has 
been made by humans for 

which do not respond to the flick 
of a switch or the twist of a dial 
and which have their own 
rhythms and orders of existence. 
Mountains refute our excessive 
trust in the man made. They 
induce, I suppose, a modesty in 
us’. 
 
In this season of Lent we 
remember Jesus who was ‘in the 
wilderness forty days, and the 
angels were ministering to him’. 
We are also invited to reconsider 
those things that are truly 
important to us. 
 
In our own wilderness places, 
wherever or whatever they may 
be, perhaps we will also allow 
ourselves to be both challenged 
and refreshed by Angels. 
 
Or perhaps we will find 
opportunities, not necessarily to 
give up something for Lent but to 
be a ministering angel to 
someone else. 
Margaret Gandon 
March 2019 

                   WILDERNESS  



 

St Barnabas Church has been 
given an award!  We have been 
recognised by A Rocha UK as 
being an ECO-Church with a 
Bronze Award 
 
We are one of the first churches 
in Worcester Diocese to achieve 
this, and we press on for the 
Silver and ultimately Gold. 
 
We have been judged under five 
separate headings; Buildings, 
land, community, lifestyle, 
worship and teaching: as well as 
the church building and land 
around that, included is our 
church hall and the rectory the 
land around all of that and how it 
is used. For instance, we have 
been given points towards what 
steps we can and have taken 
under all these headings to be 
eco-friendly. So, to insulate our 
buildings- windows, walls, roof – 
our lighting and the use of low 
energy bulbs and LEDs: and the 
efficiency of our heating and 
boilers. The church has the 
means to recycle including tips 
for us on how to use less plastic. 
We use eco paper and Fairtrade 
goods and we take part in Toilet 
Twinning and we give to the 
charity Water Aid. 
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Our land is open for the 
community to walk, sit, picnic, and 
just to be.  Of great joy has been 
to enable the pre-school to use 
part of the rectory garden as a 
forest school: for mud kitchens, 
bug and insect boxes, and simply 
to enjoy being outside.  
 
We encourage wildlife which can 
find a nest box, a tree and some 
hedging and to use the fruit grown 
on our land: can you remember 
our apple and fig pies? all these 
things add to our award.  
 
We have invited a local wildlife 
enthusiast to come and talk to us 
our own Philip Adams. He has set 
a high bar for more national 
speakers to come in the future. 
We include creation and 
environment in our worship and 
prayers. 
This year will be the second year 
we have taken part in Earth Hour 
switching off our lights along with 
others across the nation and the 
world as a way to show solidarity. 
A number of us have taken part in 
bird watching garden surveys and 
there has been regular writings in 
the magazine. We’ve encouraged 
the children to learn about the 

ST BARNABAS CHURCH:  
ECO CHURCH WITH A BRONZE AWARD 

Cont on page 11 

http://www.arocha.org.uk
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Top: Another busy morning at 
Messy Church recently 
 

Bottom: Enjoying pancakes in 
church on Shrove Tuesday 



 

HOLY WEEK & EASTER AT  
ST BARNABAS & CHRIST CHURCH 

 

Palm Sunday 
St Barnabas Church 
 8am  Said Eucharist 
 10am Liturgy of Palms and Procession begins outside St 
 Barnabas Church Hall followed by Eucharist including the 
 Passion Reading 
 6.30pm Sung BCP Evensong: The Theology of the Cross 
Christ Church 
 10am Liturgy of Palms and procession to places around 
 Tolladine begins outside the Tolly Centre followed by an Agape 
 breakfast celebration: 'Welcoming Jesus into Jerusalem' 
Monday & Tuesday of Holy Week 
St Barnabas Church 
 6pm Evening Prayer: Stations of the Cross  
 (please note: there will be no Eucharist). 
Wednesday of Holy Week 
St Barnabas Church 
 10am Eucharist 
 6pm Stations of the Cross - 10-12 followed by a Eucharist 
Tolladine Mission House 214 Tolladine Road 
 6.30pm - Community Prayers 
Maundy Thursday 
St Barnabas Church 
 7pm Eucharist including washing of feet, stripping of the altar 
 and the hour of watch 
Christ Church 
 10.30am Washing of feet & creation of garden  
 12.30pm Eucharist 
Good Friday 
St Barnabas Church 
 10am Family Stations of the Cross led by Nina the Donkey and 
 followed by hot cross buns 
 2pm - The Last Hour 
Christ Church 
 3pm - Reflections of the cross 
Easter Day 
St Barnabas Church 
 10am Easter Day including lighting of Paschal  Candle, renewal 
 of baptism vows & offering of  gifts. Followed by an egg hunt. 
 6.30pm Easter Songs of Praise 
Christ Church 
 10am Easter Worship 



 

I am hoping that the formal 
Permission to Officiate (PTO) will 
come through from the Diocese 
soon, which will enable me to 
start helping out in a more formal 
way at St Barnabas’ to support 
the great ministry that is being 
offered week by week. So 
Julieann asked me to write a 
piece for the mag …  
 
Briefly, some bits of biography: 
born in Leicester, grew up in a 
vicarage, early part of my 
childhood was in Uganda, then 
boarding school, gap year in 
Kenya, university at Durham, 
theological training in Cambridge, 
leading to ordination in 
Birmingham in 1978 … yes I was 
very young! 
 
I served as curate at Aston 
Parish Church, next to Aston 
Villa FC, and very much in the 
inner city. This was a great 
phase in my life, not only for what 
I learnt about ministry among 
those who are more 
disadvantaged, but also because 
it was then that I met Margaret, a 
nurse at the Birmingham 
Accident Hospital. We married in 
1980, and 18 months later found 
ourselves in training at the 
Church Mission Society college 
in Selly Oak, in response to an 
invitation to go as mission 
partners to serve in what is 
today known as the DRC – 
the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo. 
 
We ended up living and 
serving in Africa for 12 
years. In DRC we were part 
of Kisangani diocese, which 

was new and thinly spread over 
a vast area of the rain forest, and 
ministry was a mix of training, 
building, and supporting the 
church administratively.  Both 
our children (now in their 30s) 
were born in the Congo, and life 
was not without its frustrations 
and adventures! Then (early 
1989) we were asked to move to 
Nairobi, where my job was 
running an office to support 
CMS’ mission partners across 
East Africa (which also meant 
offering constant hospitality in 
our home), combined with being 
part of the ministry at Nairobi 
cathedral. In our spare time, we 
took lots of friends up Mount 
Kenya. The boys were in a good 
English speaking local school, 
which set them up well for when 
we eventually came back to the 
UK. 
 
We loved our time in Africa, and 
it gave us an awareness that 
wherever we live, we belong to a 
world church.  And however 
much the church in Britain or the 
West seems to struggle, the 
Christian faith globally is 
growing, and we have so much 
to receive through our 
relationships with other parts of 
the world church. 
 
But by the mid 1990’s we 

believed the time was right 
to return to the UK. After a 
few months we moved to 
Harefield, often known as 
the last village in 
Middlesex. Being saddled 
with ancient buildings 
which are greatly loved by 
some, but often more of a 
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A LIFE IN A PAGE? THAT’S QUITE A CHALLENGE! 



 

to encourage a worship band 
into being, which truly enriched 
the worship life of the church, 
ministry in some of the local 
schools, and the opportunities to 
introduce people to Jesus, using 
a programme called Emmaus.  
 
Margaret and I have really 
appreciated the warm welcome 
we have received on arriving at 
St Barnabas’, and we look 
forward to playing our part in 
whatever ways are helpful, and 
making new friendships as we 
go along. Cricket remains one of 
my passions, but I also enjoy 
running, and watching rugby ... 
and singing and music, and 
climbing mountains... and much 
more recently being involved as 
grandparents to Samuel in 
Stoke, and Ernie in Bristol.  
Andy Gandon 
March 2019 
 
 
 
 

 
LENT 2019 
Reflection on two master-
pieces of Western Art 
2nd April: The Isenheim 
Altarpiece. 
9th April: The descent from the 
Cross by Weyden. 
Both evenings 7.45-8.45pm at 
the Vicarage. 
 

How do we grow together? 
11th April: At 70 Gregory’s Bank 
7.00 - 8.00 pm, with tea available 
from 6.45pm! 

hindrance than a help to mission 
and outreach is one of the great 
challenges which the Church of 
England has. This was certainly 
true at Harefield. So some will 
say that the most significant 
development was completing 
“The Space Project”, a modest 
re-ordering of the church’s 
interior to create additional 
spaces and facilities, which 
transformed the life and worship 
of the church. This took a long 
time due to the building’s listing 
and significance, and the hoops 
we had to jump through before 
the project could proceed. 
Perhaps the more telling change 
was in the make-up of the 
church community, which 
became younger and far more 
family-orientated, and better able 
to focus more on mission rather 
than maintenance.  
 
The last 8 years have been at St 
Giles’ Exhall, on the north side of 
Coventry, a parish cut in two by 
the M6, again with a church 
much loved by many, and a full 
programme of 4 services each 
Sunday, 7 local care homes and 
7 local schools, all of which the 
church aspired to minister to in 
one way or another, plus plenty 
of baptisms, weddings and 
funerals. We were blessed with a 
team of up to four readers, and 
some great support from two 
recently retired clergy. But 
nowhere is all plain sailing, and 
there were times when ministry 
there was a real struggle… on 
top of all the admin, 
safeguarding requirements and 
so on, many people simply do 
not like change! On the flip side, 
I enjoyed very much being able 
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not careful, see the 
drying up of the Sea of 
Galilee, the dying of 
ocean life, and land and 
able to grow crops and 
support trees and other 

creatures making the soil and air 
quality poor.  It is part of our 
vision as a church to seek justice 
it is one of our kingdom values. 
This justice includes justice for 
the world and the created order. 
So, be encouraged to keep 
going, resolve to push on to do a 
bit more, to act as a lead and 
role model to other churches and 
to be a part or expressing Gods 
love for the world. 
Rev Julieann 
Written on 22nd March 2019 
World Water Day 
 
 

POEM FOR LENT 
See poem overleaf—if you have 
a favourite poem do share it with 
the rest of us. 
Blessings 
Revd Kalantha 

creation including the 
wider universe: our star 
gazing night and our 
Brownies and Guides 
made bird boxes. 
 
Many of us walk to church or 
offer lifts to others. There is more 
we can do to raise our award to 
a Sliver. Immediately planned 
there is a litter picking morning 
on the 6th April 9am-11am. 
 
In the next month’s, church 
lighting will be completely 
replaced with LEDs. Overseeing 
all our efforts and encouraging 
us along the way will be our ECO 
reps Judy and Chris Ford. They 
will be insuring that our decisions 
at PCC level have taken into 
account our impact on the 
environment. 
 
The awards are fun and give us 
targets and steps to help us be 
intentionally more 
environmentally friendly, but the 
awards are not an end in 
themselves. We do this because 
the world is our home and a 
living planet to which we are 
deeply connected. God made it 
and loves it and requires his 
people to love it too. We do this 
because the world and created 
order have suffered much 
injustice. It is the poor who suffer 
from it degradation and 
imbalances of climate change, 
but it is also the present and 
future generations who, if we are 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS 
If you would like to take out a 
subscription to St Barnabas 
magazine (£3.50 per year) and 
have it delivered (within the 
parish) please see Sheila in 
church or phone 451928 
 

DISCLAIMER 
Please be aware that the PCC of 
St Barnabas with Christ Church 
does not vet the advertisements in 
this magazine. 

Cont from page 5 



 

FROM THE REGISTER 
 

May they rest in peace … and rise in glory 
FUNERALS: 

 
And he took them in His arms and blessed them 
BAPTISMS:  
3rd March  Devon Nikisha Matthews 
   Scott Arthur Sagarino Pryor 
10th March  Sharina Marie Fisher 
 
 
 
 

 

POEM FOR LENT 
I don’t know how you’re finding Lent—but if, like me, you sometimes 
wonder whether you are “getting prayer right” or doing enough, you 
might enjoy this piece by Mary Oliver—a wonderful poet who was full 
of faith and hope….and what a wonderful question she finishes with! 
Revd Kalantha (see previous page) 
 

THE SUMMER DAY 
Who made the world? 
Who made the swan, and the black bear? 
Who made the grasshopper? 
This grasshopper, I mean- 
the one who has flung herself out of the grass, 
the one who is eating sugar out of my hand, 
who is moving her jaws back and forth instead of up and down- 

Now she lifts her pale forearms & thoroughly washes her face. 
Now she snaps her wings open, and floats away. 
I don't know exactly what a prayer is. 
I do know how to pay attention, how to fall down 
into the grass, how to kneel down in the grass, 
how to be idle and blessed, how to stroll through the fields, 
which is what I have been doing all day. 
Tell me, what else should I have done? 
Doesn't everything die at last, and too soon? 
Tell me, what is it you plan to do 
with your one wild and precious life? 

Mary Oliver 
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WEDNESDAY 

MORNINGS AT  

ST BARNABAS 

CHURCH 
  

Coffee & Chat  

between 10.45-11.45 

 

 
 
 

all welcome! 

E J GUMERY & SON 
Funeral Directors 

 

Independent, Family Funeral Directors 
 

 

Tel: 01905 22094 
24 HOURS 

 

68, 70 & 72 Ombersley Road  
Worcester WR3 7EU 

 

www.ejgumery.co.uk 
E-mail:enquiries@ejgumery.co.uk 

 Established 1870 
 Helpful & Efficient  
           Personal Service 
 Private Chapels 
 Pre-Payment Plans 

 

 

Astwood Memorials 
2 Checketts Lane 

Worcester 
 

 

Local Family Business 

Large Range of High Quality 

Memorials 

Specialist in Individual Designs 

Large New Show Area 

Home Visits Available 

Contact John 

 

 

01905 452319 

 

 

 

 WorcesterFuneralService.co.uk 

01905 23499 
Independent Family Funeral Directors 

      Worcester 
  

Funeral Service 

Craig is available 24 hours a day. 

Please call for any assistance. 

31c Barbourne Road,  

Worcester, WR1 1SA 

http://www.ejgumery.co.uk/
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=tea+%26+cake+Clipart+Black+White&view=detailv2&&id=DBDC63481A4C9A2FECCEA58C8EB2528C99F5961F&selectedIndex=101&ccid=%2fKuZp47b&simid=608052686054623310&thid=OIP.Mfcab99a78edbf25eda8a4fa3d994a591H0


 

                    

ST BARNABAS  

CHURCH HALL 
To make  your booking for  

parties, meetings, clubs,  

Baptism receptions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Call Rachel Chalmers (458101) or 

Julia Adams (610830)     
                            

TOLLADINE SERVICE 
STATION 

Tolladine Road 
Worcester WR4 9AZ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Family business for 40+ years 
 Repairs & Servicing to all makes 

& models of cars/light 
commercials & 4x4 

 Latest Diagnostic Equipment 
 Expert & friendly advice offered 
 We offer a free collect & deliver 

service to surrounding area. 
 

01905 24213 

                                                                               
 

 
 

Whatever your denture needs or  
budget, we can help. Award winning 

dental technicians from  
Ceroplast Digital Laboratory  

with dental surgeon  
Bob Binnersley B.D.S. 

Express Denture Repairs  
in 90 minutes 

Our service is discreet and we  
always guarantee your privacy 

FREE PARKING 
DISABLED ACCESS 

 

5% DISCOUNT WITH THIS ADVERT 
 

11, Bromyard Terrace,  
St John’s, Worcester WR2 5BW 

01905 425151 OR 01905 741814 
www.designer-smiles.com 


